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God's grace frees from the penalty, and the power of sin.
God's Answer to Sin’s Mastery in Our Lives: Rom.6:1-14

ILLUS: Discharge from the Navy

Jack has been in the Navy for 20 years. Today, at noon he gets his discharge. He has finished
his time. He is getting out and starting a new live. He's been looking forward to his new
freedom!

At noon Jack reports to his commanding officer and presents his papers. His duffle bag is
packed. He's dressed to leave. He salutes his commander one last time, turns & begins walking
away.

His commander responds: “Jack where are you going? I need you to finish your work. I'll look
into these papers. You've got a greater obligation — to your country & your commanding officer!
Besides, you've got security here. A routine you've known for years.

Jack: "But sir, I have my discharge papers?”

Commander: “Jack, you‘ve been under my command for years. I'm your superior officer. Get
back to your post & get back to work.”

Jack turns, takes his duffle bag and heads back to his quarters and to the same old routine. He
thought he had been discharged? He wants his freedom...but its true, this is what he’s known for
years. It's who he is!

Q: Why does Jack submit to servitude to his old commander?

Paul asks us the same question in Romans 6:1. Should we serve sin?
WHY - If we are new creations in Christ, have a heavenly citizenship, are justified, sealed by the
H.S., Christ lives in us, should we go on serving our old master??

The Q. comes up naturally in Paul’'s presentation of his theme:1:16
In Chap.1-3 Paul shows that all men are by nature, under sin’s control.
In Chap.3-5 he reveals that we can now be made righteous by faith
e Then he lists the benefits of being justified by grace. (Present tense)
e Standing in grace. Access to God. Hope of glory. Presence of H.S.

e God takes the initiative for our growth and character development

e Romans 1 reversed!

Paul has been boasting about Christ & God's Great Grace!

1: 5:15. Contrast between Adam’s “1” sin VS God’s grace gift.

POINT: There is NO comparison between what one man did by mistake, and what almighty God
did — on purpose, through His Divine Son.

Whereas Adam's sin brought death to all, by contrast, God's grace gift is MUCH MORE in it
affect, abounding for many!




o What God'’s perfect, omnipotent Son can do is incomparable!

2: 5:16. Contrast: Adam committed one sin; grace covers all sins.
It took one sin to condemn all mankind. Christ took ALL SINS into consideration in redeeming
mankind (Rom.3:25; Is.53:6; 1 John 2:2).

3: 5:17 Comparison & contrast between the reign of sin & grace

IF death reigned by the consequence of only one man's sin...MUCH MORE will life reign in all
who receive the abundance of grace and gift of righteousness through the one man, the Last
Adam, Jesus Christ.

POINT: We are not to view "death” as equal in power or prospect with “life” provided by God.
The two are not even close to being twins!

e Death is swallowed up by life! Life reigns! - 2 Cor.5:1-2, 4b-5.

e Paulis leading us to understand — 6:14! Sin’s master is over!

All this being true, SHOULD WE CONTINUE IN SIN? (6:1)

¢ Does God have an answer to the dilemma of Rom.7:15?

e Is God's intent to make us like Christ, or leave us as we were?
¢ Do we have our DISCHARGE from service to sin, or not?

Rom.6:1-14: God's Answer to Sin's Mastery over our lives.

THESIS: Chafer: “Salvation from the power of sin for the Christian, like salvation from the
penalty of sin for the unsaved, depends on two factors; the divine provisions and the human

appropriation,” Vol.2, 349.

ROMANS 1-5: Paul explained that freedom from sins penalty is totally and completely aside
from any human effort, by grace, thrue faith in Christ’s sufficiency as our sacrifice for sin (3:20,
23; 5:1, 9-11).

ROMANS 6-8: God's work in freeing us from sin’s power is on the same basis as freeing us
from the sin’s penalty; by our faith in the sufficient provision of grace — our actual sharing in
Christ's death & resurrection.

e Emphasis in Rom.3-5 = Christ's death for us, saves us from judgment.

e Emphasis of Rom.6 = we died with Christ, freeing from sin’s power

ILLUS: Chet's diagram on Sanctification.

Sanctification asks: How much difference is there between this year & last year in your likeness

to Christ? Are you growing?

e Although the presence of sin in us is permanent, the power of sin over us has been broken.
Is this our growing experience?

e You've been legally discharged from service. Who are you serving?

6:1 The Q: Shall we go on sinning — that grace might increase?

o Jews criticized the gospel of grace: "It leads to lawlessness” (3:8).
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“If my sin reveals how magnanimous God'’s grace is (5:21), then the more I sin = the more
grace abounds and the more God is glorified!”

TODAY: "You Christians think you can live any way you want and just ask forgiveness -&
everything is OK!" = Grace condones sin."

arnhouse: “The ...question arose in part from those who imagined that God was teaching a

justification that did not involve sanctification,” (DTS notes, 4-5)
Schaeffer points out: “Salvation actually takes place in three tenses. In the past tense, it was

salvation from the guilt of our sins...In the present tense, it is salvation from the power of sin,
which is what the word ‘sanctification’ basically means. The power of sin in its outward
appearance and inward ideas is to be broken. Then, in the future tense, in our glorified state in
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eaven, it will be salvation from the very presence of sin.” -121

he issue Paul is dealing with: “Shall we continue to live, (remain) as we used to live, subject to

the reign of sin...now that grace reigns?”

Can grace achieve anything more than Law?
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:2,4 The A: Death has effectively ended our relationship with sin!
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: God's salvation includes His provision for freedom from sin’s power.
Titus 2:11-15 — Grace never teaches irresponsibility.
The time for our living under servitude of sin has ended!
When the Christian chose Christ as the means of his payment for sins (penal benefit) he
automatically received God's provision of freedom from sin’s power (moral benefits). SIN
was defeated once-for-all.

:__He is NOT saying that it is impossible for us to sin (1 John 1:8,10).
He IS saying it is logically & ethically inconsistent. As inconsistent as Jack continuing to
obey his commander, discharged from service.

: Paul is revealing Revelation from God we could not otherwise know.
“Don’t you know?” - They probably didn't. Nor do we!
This is not a something we experience or understand in any way except through diving
Revelation. We are intimately joined to Christ in ways that affect our very identity, history &
inner being.

: Paul is now dealing with the principle of SIN, VS SINS.
Up until 5:12 Paul has been dealing with God'’s answer to our SINS.
From 5:18-8:39 “SIN” is mentioned 35 times.
Paul made a transition from the fruit to the root, acts to their source.
Christ not only died for our “sins,” but He died unto “sin” — the very source/ commander of
our old life patterns.

: “We died to sin” (v.2, 3,4,5, 6,7). Sin has not died or gone away.
1) We died with Christ in His death. HOW?
o Vs.3: Baptized. A past action. When? pev: 2,000 years ago.




e Je: At regeneration the H.S. joined us to Christ's death to sin.
e We died to it's penalty, its power, & are removed from its K'dom.
e "Baptized” = “To dip into, be identified with, influenced by.” It was used of dipping cloth
into a dye, the cloth was ever- after changed by the color/ influence/ of the dye.
RESULT: We receive all the affects of Christ's death.
e The H.S. places us “into Christ” (1 Cor.12:13; Jn.14:20).
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we
were all given the one Spirit to drink.
-1Cor.12:13
e You can't be "IN” Christ without sharing the influence of his identity, life, position &
history (1 Cor.1:30; John 15:1-8).
“It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption. "
-1 Cor.1:30

We may say: "How can that be? I1don't und/it. 1don't feel dead!”

e Truth is truth regardless of our understanding or experiencing it.

e Itis not our perfect und/ing, but our reckoning (v.11) that saves us.

e Our experience is not the measure of truth. God's revelation is.

e Spiritual reality is the issue, not feelings. This is a svn act of God.

Wm. R. Newell: “How are you able to believe that Christ really bare the guilt of your sins and that
you will not meet them at the judgment day? It is only God's Word that tells you that Christ
bare our sins...And it is that same Word that tells you that you as connected with Adam, died
with Christ, that your old man was crucified, and are thus to reckon your present relation 'dead
to sin, and alive to God.”

2) Sin did not die; we are separated from its legal dominion.
e Sinis not eradicated. Itis alive and well! -1 John 1:10

3) Nor are we unresponsive to sin, like a paralyzed limb is to outside stimulus. BUT we need
not sin any longer.
e We can never say: "I have no sin,” NOR “I must sin” 1 Jn.1:8, 2:1-2

POINT: God has made a provision for us to NOT sin. We are not to go on the way it used

to be. He has broken sin’s dominion over us.

e McConkey: NOW we can say to sin: “I am conscious of your presence in me. I know too well
the appeal you make to me. BUT I believe with all my heart your dominion over me was
broken by what God did in Christ for me.” -The Way of Victory, 21

o Don’t confuse sin’s presence in you with sin’s dominion over you.

6:4 — Buried: (aorist) > Purpose = “Just as...even so we live a new life.”
e Itisimpossible to participate in one without the other.

e We are to live a NEW life, by a NEW life principle.

e «xoawvoc = NEW in quality or character (VS veog = new in time).

e 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph.4:24; Col.3:4



As we are not automatically saved - because Christ died for our sins, neither are we
automatically delivered from sin’s power — because our old man was crucified. FAITH makes

provision — our possession!

SUMMARY

1 — God has set us free from sin’s power by applying Christ’s death to sin’s power —to our
account, as well as His resurrection life —Jn.7:38-39.

2 - To be set free by someone is one thing!
To realize our freedom is another.

e The fact of our emancipation is dependent upon our Emancipator.

e Experiencing freedom from sin’s domination takes our intelligent obedience of faith, in the
facts of Christ's accomplishments.

e There is no cheap easy way; no flash experience to sanctification.

e Itis a decision of faith in the facts, followed by a daily attitude of faith

THOSE who walk in freedom are those who BELIEVE it is true everyday.



