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The Christian: Inseparable From God's Love. Rom.8:28-39

ILLUS: Speedy Morris’s call from Sports Illustrated.
The Angels were Silent, 59

Speedy Morris was head basketball coach at LaSalle University from 1986-2001. He led the
Explorers to four NCAA tournament appearances. His 238 wins are the most in school history.
He was shaving when his wife told him he was wanted on the phone by Sports Illustrated. He
got so excited over the prospect of national recognition that he hurried his shave and nicked
himself. Not wanting to delay the caller, he ran out of the bathroom, lost his balance, and
tumbled down the stairs. Limping, with blood and lather on his face, he finally got to the phone.
"Sports lllustrated?” he panted.
“Yes it is, and for 74 cents an issue you can get a year's subscription...”
You can imagine Morris’s disappointment. Nothing is more disappointing than when you
think someone is interested in you, only to find they are interested in your money. When
salespeople do it, it's irritating — but when people of faith do it, it can be devastating.

In every age, man organized religion finds a way to franchise “the faith,” and take people to the

cleaners before they can be taken into God.

e RESULT: We can become so skeptical about church that even when we hear God's good
news — we scarcely recognize or believe it.

e Paul writes about Jesus Christ: Rom.9:33.

ILLUS: Astronaut — built by lowest bidder. — Green, 310

You've heard about the interview with one of the astronauts who walked on the moon. When
asked by a reporter: “What did you think about as you stood on the moon and looked back at
the earth?”

e Reply: "I remembered the spacecraft was built by the lowest bidder.”

God's salvation is not built by the lowest bidder, but by the most over-qualified Person in the
universe, Who spared no expense in His design.

e InJohn 10 Jesus makes an audacious claim: 10:27-30.

27My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. 28| give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 301 and the Father are one."

In Rom 8:28-39, Paul says in 12 verses what Jesus said in 4 verses.

e Chapter 3:21- Paul has been talking about the fact that we must believe in Christ in order
to receive the gift of eternal life, 6:23.

e In 8:28-39 — He reveals the scope & assurance of the believer's salva- tion from the
perspective of God'’s sovereign calling & predestination

e We hear His voice & follow, & God Himself guarantees our passage.
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LAST WEEK: ROM.8:28-30. (Regarding Predestination)
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

29r0r those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers.

30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified.

We humans operate on the principle of pre-planning what we build on a finite level, we should

not be surprised that God has done so on the infinite, eternal level. It would be more troubling

to have a God who does not plan out and have control of the details of life & eternity?

e We come to find out that He chose us, before we chose Him.

e Yet God's elect purposes include means (5:1,8) that are as essential as the ends. God has
designed responsibility as part of His means.

Verses 28-29: The Christian is called according to God's purpose, foreknown by God,
predestined to Christ likeness.

Verse 30, In four major movements he gives us the summation of God's salvation process from
before time begins, to after time ends.

e All 4 verbs are in the aorist/ past tense, viewed as completed reality.

e All future events, in eternity past, are viewed as fixed.

e The last link in the chain is views as accomplished because the first links are so. The

Christian is seated in heavenly places: Eph.2:4-7.
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, ®made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ

and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, /in order that in the coming ages he might
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

By grace you have been saved through faith...
e God chose us, He called us, we heard & believed the Gospel, God justified us & sealed us
with His Spirit, and raised us to glory.

God predestined the Christian to glory with His Son: 8:29-30.

npoopilm — "To mark out the limits or boundaries ahead of time.”
o It is used six times in the NT, five of these by Paul.

1,2- Rom.8:29 & 30. The believer was predetermined to glory like Christ

3- 1 Cor.2:7. God's secret wisdom in Christ —predetermined for our glory
No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our
glory before time began...
9However, as it is written:
"No eye has seen,
no ear has heard,
no mind has conceived

what God has prepared for those who love him"— 10put God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.

4- Eph.1:5. Chosen before the world, predestined for sonship to God.
4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
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In love 2he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— 6to the praise of his glorious grace

e 6-1:11. Predestined acc/ to His purpose, to the praise of His glory.

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in
Christ, might be for the praise of his glory...

13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the praise of his

glory.

In God’s perspective and eternal economy all was set before time.

Before Creation, before time started, ...
1 Cor.2:7 God's secret wisdom was destined for our glory
Eph.1:4-5 God chose us in Christ
Titus 1:2 Eternal life was promised by God
2 Tim.1:9 Grace was given us in Christ
John 17:3 Jesus shared glory with the Father
1 Peter 1:20 Jesus was chosen as the Lamb of God
Rev.13:8 Christ was slain from the creation of the world
Matt.25:35 A kingdom was prepared by God for His people

5- Yet in Acts 4:28, we are made painfully aware that none of this pro- cess is arbitrary, fatalism,
impersonal, but a matter of personal choices.
27\ndeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to

conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did what your power and will
had decided beforehand should happen. .

e What these men did was nothing short of what God foreordained. As the Architect, God
plannedChr i st ' s .cPsalmc2Z; Kaiakx 53.0 n
e Yet in the outworking of His plan, each is responsible for his actions.

So God's Choosing is:

(1) By grace: not because of some foreknown merit-Eph.2:5; 2 Tim.1:9-10

(2) Purposeful: not arbitrary or fatalistic.

(3) Grounded in God: His purpose, power, wisdom, love, mercy.

(4) Unfailing & irresistible: predetermined by Almighty God. John 10:3-4.

(5) Established before time began: Ehp.1:4.

(6) By faith in the Gospel: 2 Thes.2:14.

(7) To Christlikeness, fellowship, sonship, eternal glory — 1 Pet.5:10.

e His calling doesn't just forgive our sins, it has in view our complete renovation: 1 John 3:3; 2
Cor.3:18. Spiritual & physical likeness.

(8) To brotherhood with Christ & one another: Heb.2:10-12.




4

POINT: While it may seem that we come to know God by a mere chance encounter, a personal

choice, it was God's eternal intention to create a whole race of brothers & sisters for His Son in

eternal fellowship.

e When you heard the gospel and decided to believe it, God was revealing our need for Him
& drawing us irresistibly to Himself.

e And every time you share this Gospel with someone — the response made is not toward you
or dependent upon you, but God.

e Q: WHO is really in control of your salvation, your eternal passage?

Rom.8:31-39. No one or nothing can separate us from God!

Verse 31: What should our response be to these truths?

31lwhat, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

e Paul here sums up everything he has been saying us since 3:21.

e Everything Paul has said, including 8:29-30, is for our assurance!

POINT: Since God is for us in every way, who can be against us in any way that matters?
Whatever & whoever is against us - must face God.

e God is always a Majority!

Verse 32: God has spared no cost to guarantee our salvation.

32He who did not spare his own So  n, but gave him up for us alld how will he not also, along with

him, graciously give us all things?

The value of any object is determined by its cost!

e That which separated man from God was sin. A sinful man could not pay for the sins of
another man, he can only suffer his own judgment.

¢ One infinitely holy & righteous — could pay the debt created by the unrighteousness of
mankind. But only One infinitely righteous.

e God’'s own Son, alone, could redeem mankind. God did not spare Him the agony His just
throne demanded for our sins.

¢ Now that He paid such a purchase price for us, and our sins are gone, and we are His bride,
brothers, sons & daughters —and Christ is at the Father’s side waiting for us to join Him, what
can interfere?

e Would God pay such a sacrifice for sinners, then allow something to interfere or nullify His
sacrifice? Did He not take into account all exigencies & requirements before He began
to build?

e Everything He has promised...He will do for us.

Verse 33: If God is Judge, and has cleared us of all charges, who

can bring any new charge against us?

33who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.
e God has already brought us up on all charges facing us. Col.2:13-14

e God's declaration / judgment has been given: Rom.8:1; 5:1, 6:14,23.

e Satan accuses God's children day & night, but to no avail: 1 Jn.2:1-2.

Verse 34: The One who could condemn us, died to save us.
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34wWho is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Rather than condemn us, He gives us His all: 5:6-10.

e Christ intercedes for us: Heb.7:25; 4:14-16.

o If anyone has the right to judge or condemn us, it is God. Instead of condemning — He
came to save us: John 3:17-18.

Verse 35: So, who can separate us from Christ’s love now?

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword?

Why the question? Why this list?

e Because we yet sin...and worry about God's turning away from us. Especially when troubles
come our way, like: hardships, money problems, persecution, and sufferings.

e Such things tempt us to doubt God'’s love. To think God dislikes us.

Verse 36-39: No one, nothing, at any time, can separate us!

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For | am convinced
that...nothing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

e Vs.39 - "Anything else in all creation:" This is absolutely comprehensive of everything
other than God. And God has already given His sovereign verdict on our eternal future with
Him.

e 1 John 3:1-3. This is the unbreakable love of our Father for us.

SUMMARY:

There is NO disappointment in God's call! He calls us to be His children.

He is not calling us for what He can get from us, but to give us fellowship with His Son, the King
of Kings, Lord of Lords.

e Those who believe in Him will never be disappointed!

AND WHILE WE ARE ON OUR JOURNEY HOME...

“ALL THI NGS..WORK FOR OUR GOOD TOWARD HIS LIKENESS”
God is now using ALL THINGS in our lives to bring about this divine, eternal

metamorphosis!

The Weaver
My life is but a weaving between my Lord and me,
I cannot choose the colors he worketh steadily.
Oft times he weaveth sorrow and I in foolish pride
Forget he sees the upper, and I the underside.
The dark threads are as needful in the weaver's skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver in the pattern he has planned.
Not till the loom is silent and the shuttle cease to fly
Shall God unroll the canvas and explain the reason why. - Green, 364



