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Whatever Happened to Israel?  Rom.9:1-5 

 

ILLUS: Former Youth Counselor in Church & School, child molestor. 

An Example: Privileges we once took for granted can be lost if abused. 

 Paul’s subject in Rom.9-11: “So what ever happened to Israel?” 
 

Rom.8:28-39, Paul said no one/ nothing can separate us from God! 

 Paul reveals the scope & assurance of the believer’s salvation from the perspective of God’s 

sovereign calling & predestination. 

 Vs 28-29: The Christian is called according to God’s purpose, foreknown by God, 

predestined to Christ likeness.   

 Since God is for us in every way, who can be against us? 

 Verse 32: God has spared no cost to guarantee our salvation. 

 Verse 33: If God is Judge, and has cleared us of all charges, who can bring any new 

charge against us? 
 

The mention of God’s inseparable love for the church brings to Paul’s mind God’s love 

for Israel.  9:1-5. 

 So…what ever happened to Israel?  What of God’s promises and expressed love, & 

choosing, & election – of Israel? 

 Why are the Gentiles following the Jew’s Messiah, and they’re not? 

 Did God’s promises to Israel fail?  Did He stop loving them?   
 

What is so sad & alarming is that the esteemed calling & relationship that the Church now has, 

was once the position of blessing Israel enjoyed! 

 Are they, or are they not God’s chosen people? 

 Paul will spend three chapters explaining what happened to Israel and why the Gentiles now 

experience God’s mercy ahead of Israel. 

 Before we look at his explanation let’s trace Israel’s history in the OT. 

 

Overview of the History of Israel 

Period       Notes 
 

1. Primeval.  Key Event: Gen. 3.  The Fall.   

 Gen.2:16-17 –God’s first command to man concerns “life and death! 

 Obey=Life!  Disobey=Death!  -Deut.30:11-20 similar motif for Israel 

 Man is invested with moral responsibility to relate properly to God. 

 Gen.3 affects the rest of the O.T., N.T., all history, even heaven. 

 NOTE: There are only 4 chapters in Bible that don’t deal with sin.   
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 Key Theological teaching: It is God Who initiates reconciliation from the beginning.  - 

Gen.3:15 “The Proto-Evangel.” 
 

2. Patriarchal.  KEY: God chooses Abraham & makes promises to bless him & his seed, & 

the world. 

 Abraham is given promises that will mediate worldwide blessing. 

 Abraham’s promised blessing is passed on to his sons & finally to a nation.  Gen..50:The 

Messianic line is narrowed to the tribe of Judah.  

 NOTE: God initiates redemption and blessings.  Man’s history continues to be one of 

disobedience & rebellion. 
 

3.  Exodus. KEY: God comes to deliver “Abraham’s” descendants 

 He reveals Himself as superior to the false god’s of the nations: Ex.6f 

 He establishes a National Cov’t Relationship with “Israel,” Ex-Num.  

 Israel is now the Nation through which God will mediate worldwide blessings.   

 BUT: Num. 13 & 14: That generation did not believe God, and forfeited His blessings in the 

Land.  They wandered 40 yrs and died. 
 

SUMMARY 

Message of the Pentateuch (Gen-Deut) 

The selective recording of God’s activities in choosing Israel to be in Cov’t relationship with 

Him, that He might bless the world through them.   

 This is not just the record of “history,” but history with a theological theme.  God is the 

subject of Scripture.   

 It is a message of God interacting in the history of mankind. 
 

GENESIS introduces the foundation of God’s relationship with Israel, through His choice 

of and covenant with Abraham.  

 (The Jewish Race in seminal form begins in Abram.) 

 The election & separation of chosen seed to bringing salvation.  
 

Exodus & Leviticus lay out God’s constitution and national covenant relationship with 

Israel. 

Numbers records Israel’s unbelief and disobedience and failure to enter the Promised 

Land. 

Deuteronomy is the reconstituting of God’s relationship with a new generation of 

Israel. 
 

TWO MAJOR COVENANTS  

During this time God made two major Cov’ts with Israel that define His relationship with them as 

His People, their future, their rela’p to the Land 
 

Abrahamic Cov’t: Genesis 12:1-3 
1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to 

the land I will show you.  2 "I will make you into a great nation  
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       and I will bless you;  
       I will make your name great,  
       and you will be a blessing.  

 3 I will bless those who bless you,  
       and whoever curses you I will curse;  
       and all peoples on earth  
       will be blessed through you."  

 

12:1 - Key issue: the relationship between the command & promise. 

 Q. Is this a conditional Covenant?  Or is it an unconditional promise? 

 If the promises are conditioned upon obedience he can forfeit them. 

 Q. Is it a condition sufficient to merit or guarantee ownership?   

 Or is the condition merely necessary to receive the land?   Abram’s faith & limited obedience 

make it clear that, although the conditions were necessary, but were not sufficient for 

fulfillment of the promises.  
 

NOTE the Promises: 

 Gen.13:14-17 “I will give to you and your offspring forever “ …dust.”  
14 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him,  

"Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you 
see I will give to you and your offspring  forever.  

16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your 

offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to 
you."  
 

 15:1-21 A unilateral Cov't. ceremony.  “Your offspring =as the stars.”  (Abram was childless!)  

15:13–400 years down the road you’ll return! 
5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count 
them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  

 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over 

him…a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the 
LORD made a covenant with Abram and said,  

"To your descendants I give this land, from the river  of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates- 19 the 

land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, 
Girgashites and Jebusites." 

 

Q: Is this Covenant unconditional or conditional?  Is there a future? 

Slide: Summary of Covenant Promises 

Slide: It is an unconditional Covenant. 

AANN  UUNNCCOONNDDIITTIIOONNAALL  CCOOVVEENNAANNTT  

1. The covenant is called eternal in Genesis, & the extent of its blessing exceeds Abraham’s 
abilities: 17:7,8,13,19; 12:1-3; 13:15. 
2. Many passages repeat the promise with no conditions: 13:14-17; 15:1-21. 
3. The covenant ceremony of Gen.15 was clearly unilateral. 

4. The covenant promises are repeated in the Genesis narrative in spite of clear acts of 
disobedience: 12:10-20; 16; 20; Jacob 28:13,14. 
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5. It is possible for unconditional covenants to guarantee future blessing while containing 
elements of conditionality for actual participation in blessing: Gal.3:17. 
    -Mosaic: states conditions for possession-Deut.28, Ex.19:5,8.  
   -Abrahamic: states unconditional perimeters dependent on God. 

6. It is the consistent voice of Scripture as a whole: Gen.28:13-15; Ex.3:7,8; Ps.105:8-11; 
Mic.7:20.   
 

POINT: There is a difference between “ownership” & “possession.” 

ILLUS: A man can own a farm, but be in prison & not possess it. 

 God has given Abraham & his descendants ownership of the land. 

Possession requires faith and obedience on the part of those promised. 
 

EXAMPLE: In was necessary for Abram to leave Ur and go to Canaan, but his leaving did not 

merit God’s grant of the land either then or for future. 

 God’s promise alone is the “sufficient cause” for ongoing ownership   

 Only God can make sure His promise comes true in any generation. 

 Faith & obedience are the ònecessary causeó on man’s side.  

 He & his descendants inherit the promises, because God is faithful. 

 

Mosaic Covenant: Exodus 19-24 

(No one argues the fact that this IS a Conditional Covôt.) 
“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 

possession.” -Exodus 19:5 
 

1. Israel is at Sinai from Ex.19- Num.10:11; 11 months and 6 days. 

2. Having redeemed them (Passover), God brings the people to Sinai to enter into a Covenant 

with them. 

3. The “Covenant,” which included the “Law,” formed a National Constitution as a 

theocratic state under the rule of God.   

 I detailed how they were to relate to one another. 

4. The difference between the “Law” and the “Covenant”  
(Elliott Johnson, Exodus notes, 12). 

 Covenant: is the broader term referring to the terms of relationship established by the 

participants.  A Suzerainty-Vassal Covenant. 

 Law: talks about the terms of responsibility on the part of each, necessary for the 

functioning of the Covenant relationship. 

5. FORM OF COVENANT: Suzerainty-Vassal Covenant. 

 SLIDE: Two major forms of ancient (Hittite) covenants in the OT: Royal Grant (Abrahamic), 

Suzerainty-Vassal. (Mos.). 
 

Weinfeld: “While the treaty constitutes an obligation of the vassal to his master, the suzerain, the 

grant constitutes an obligation of the master to his servant…The grant serves mainly to protect 

the rights of the servant, while the treaty comes to protect the rights of the master.”  
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ILLUS: Under a Cov’t of Grant, a king would deed a parcel of land to a citizen forever.  If the 

citizen broke the law and went to prison the land still remained his.  He could no longer enjoy it, 

but his family, heirs did. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

ISRAEL will one day possess their “promised land” because God has promised it.  This is a 

guarantee.  The specific generation that possesses the land will do so because they believe & 

obey God, i.e. believe in Christ.  They must believe to receive the promise.  –Rom.11:25-31. 
 

ISRAEL’S HISTORY IN LIGHT OF THESE COVENANTS 

4. KEY: Thrue Joshua God gives His redeemed people homeland. 

 Joshua 24: Joshua renews the Cov’t as he passes off the seen. 

 “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serveêBut as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord,” 24:14-15. 
 

5.   Judges.  KEY: 7 Cycles of Disobedience due to faulty leadership & neglect of God’s 

Word. 

 Samuel: Key figure. Last Judge, 1st prophet since Moses. Anoints king 
 

6.  United K’dom.  KEY: God brings His Cov’t people a King after His own heart, to glorify 

Himself and make the nation a mediator of redemption to surrounding nations. 

 Now we see God’s promises to Abraham nearing completion.   

 Abraham’s descendants are in their promised land, a godly king. 

 A picture of the Messianic K’dom that will exist when Jesus returns! 

 BUT – once again, sin enters the picture & destroys God’s blessing. 
 

7. Divided K’dom. KEY: A Nation Divided & hostile to one another. 

 Because of Solomon’s sins, God gives 10 tribes to one of his officials. 

 The N. K’dom: numerous dynasties & assassinations; S. K’dom – one. 

 At this time we see the rise of prophets.  Their purpose: Call the disobedient nation back 

to God, or lose possession of the Land. 
 

8. Surviving K’dom.  KEY: God’s great loving-kindness and long-suffering with His people. 

 Captivity!  In 70 years God will come to their rescue- Jer.29:10-11. 

 NOTE: It is God who continually initiates blessing His people. 
 

9. Babylonian Captivity. KEY: God protects his people in Babylon. 

 Ezekiel was exiled to Babylon in 597BC, Daniel in 606BC. 

10. Restoration. KEY: 50,000 Jews return to Jerusalem in 538BC 

 Temple finished 516BC.  Ezra returns in 458BC, Nehemiah in 444BC 
 

11. Intertestimental Period. KEY: Greek becomes language, sects begin 
 

12. Matt.21:33-46.  Israel rejected her Messiah, God rejected Israel. 
33"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug 
a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on 
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a journey. 34When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.   
35"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36Then he sent 

other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37Last of all, 
he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.  

 38"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and 

take his inheritance.' 39So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  40"Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard                   comes, what will he do to those tenants?"                          
41"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the vineyard to other 

tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time."  42Jesus said to them, "Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: " 'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;  
   the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  

 43"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

who will produce its fruit. 44He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls 
will be crushed." 

 45When the chief priests & the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about them. 
46They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he 
was a prophet 

 

 Major Principle of Redemptive History:  
 While Godôs calling and promises guarantee blessing, it is faith and obedience that are 

required for the people to possess promised blessings. 
 The people / generation that enjoys Godôs promised blessing is the generation that believes 

God and lives in obedience to His laws. 
 Heb.11:6  ñAnd without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.ò 

 

The OT Cov’ts are a picture of the New Covenant promises to us 

  God has made unconditional, eternal promises of salvation that He alone can & will 

fulfill for every believer. 

 Entering the blessings & promises of His salvation here & now, living in the victory of 

the Cross, are dependent upon our faith & obedience. 

 We cannot claim to be sons of Abraham, Christians, and live contrary to God’s Word, and 

expect Him to deliver us from consequences of sin. 2 P3t.1:3-11. 


