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Eyewitnesses of the Resurrection. 

 

 

 John 20:1-2  It‟s Sunday.  “The tomb is empty!?” 
 An empty tomb raises questions!  Where is Jesus?  

 Everyone in the ancient world attested the tomb was empty. 

 Different explanations have been offered.   
 

Interestingly, just 5 days earlier – Jesus answered skeptics who would doubt or deny His 

resurrection in Matt.22:23-33. 
 

Tuesday was a day of multiple controversies: Mt.21:18-26:13 

Matt.22: Sadducees were aristocratic Jews (H.P.) liberal theologians.  
“That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a 

question.  

24"Teacher," they said, "Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his 

brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 25Now there were seven 
brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left 

his wife to his brother. 26The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right 

on down to the seventh. 27Finally, the woman died. 28Now then, at the resurrection, 
whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 

 

1. V.23 How could Jews NOT believe in resurrection?   Jesus will tell us.  Jesus made it 

clear He believed in it: John 11:25-26 

2. V.24-28 A hypothetical-quicksand question; as all hypothet- icals tend to be, (“What 

if…”). (Mistrust in God and His char- 

     acter & word cause hypotheticals to be troubling to us.) 

3.  Wow!  They‟ve certainly got Him!  Their question is based    

     squarely upon the Law of Moses in Deut.25:5-10. 

 No one can argue Moses‟ value to God & Judaism. 

 God spoke face to fact with Moses!  Gave him Tablets! 

4.   Jesus‟ answer: V.29. 

Jesus replied, "You are in error  

because you do not know the Scriptures… 
 

   (1) Problem # 1 = You are in error be/ you don‟t und/ Scripture! 

 But…their whole argument was based on Scripture?   

 How can Jesus say they don‟t understand Scripture?     They had the perfect 

text!  Properly interpreted! 

 Problem: They misused Scripture by choosing some & ig- noring the rest.  They 

were selective in what they believe. 

 Sadducees only accepted Pentateuch, nothing more. 
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 Didn‟t believe in the Prophets or Wisdom lit., the supernatural, future life, angels 

or demons. 

 The O.T. did teach resurrection!  Dan.12:1-2; 7:13; Is. 53:10. 

TODAY: Many sit in the seat of the Sadducees today. 

 “I believe in some of the Bible, but not all of it.” 
 

 Jefferson Bible: The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth(1804), 

as it is formally titled, was Thomas Jefferson's effort to compile the doctrine of Jesus by 

removing sections of the New Testament containing supernatural,  as well as perceived 

misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four Evangelists.
 
 - The Jefferson Bible 

begins with an account of Jesus’s birth without references to angels, genealogy, or prophecy. 

Miracles, references to the Trinity and the divinity of Jesus, and Jesus' resurrection are also 

absent from the Jefferson Bible.   

 The work ends with the words: “Now, in the place where he was crucified, there was a 

garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they 

Jesus. And rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.” These words 

correspond to the ending of John 19 in the Bible.  – Wikipedia.org  
 

Q: Who or what determines which parts you believe & which you don‟t?  Jesus 
addresses such a person: “You are in error…” 
 

   (2) Problem #2: = You don‟t understand the power of God. 

 “You‟ve got a „little‟ God.  A god made in man‟s image!” 

 2 Pet.3:3-7.  There have always been those who „deliber- ately‟ forget God‟s 

power.   

“First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come…5But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water…7By the same word the present heavens and earth 

are reserved for fire, 

 Rom.1:19-28! 

 Most unbelief is not intellectual, but personal interests. 
 

   (3) The truth about the resurrection is…V.30-32. 
“At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven.  

31But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32'I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of 
the living.” 
 

 Moses, the very authority the Sadducees refer to, is the one to whom God said: “I 

am the God of the living!” Ex.3. 
 

 

MANY WILL SAY…”But who is Jesus that we should listen to Him?  What makes Him the 

exclusive authority about life after death? 

   - A legitimate question!  We should ask this question, earnestly! 

   - Other religious leaders asked Him the same question: Mt.21:23 

Jesus answers this question in Matt.22:41-45.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernatural
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Evangelists
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophecy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection
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 v42: Chest puffed out, they thought they had the answer! 

 Jesus: “1 more question…” v.43-45.   

 The dilemma that faces everyone is Jesus‟ identity! 

 He is not just a man.  He is equal to the Father, He is God. 

 And that‟s why the tomb was empty Sunday morning. 

 It had to be so: Acts 2:27-32.  God cannot die! = Eternal! 
David said about him:  

   " 'I saw the Lord always before me…       

 26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  

      my body also will live in hope,  

 27because you will not abandon me to the grave,  

      nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
 28You have made known to me the paths of life;  

      you will fill me with joy in your presence.'  

 

 All of His teaching assumed resurrection, eternal life: 

 Matt.19:28; 16:27; 8:11; 6:19-21; 24:27; 25:31-34! 

 No one was more surprised – than His disciples! 

 

The Eye Witnesses of The Resurrection that first Sunday! 
 

First Event: The Women at the Tomb – Matt.28:1. 

“After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to look at the tomb.” 

 Mark – Mary Mag., Mary mother of James, and Salome… 

 Luke- Mary Mag., Joanna, Mary mother of James, & others 

 John – Mary Magdalene 
 

What are we to do with varying accounts? 
(1) Realize the variations are not necessarily discrepancies. 

 Apparent disagreement is not so much actual as it is due to lack of details.  Each 

writer writes 15-50 years after the fact. 

 Each wrote at different times, details important to his audience.  Each mentions 

details the others do not. 

 Matthew: as early as 44AD.  He alone mentions: 1-Guarding the tomb. 2-Bribing 

guards. 3-Earthquake. 4- Angel on stone. 

 Luke: 57-80AD.  Made a careful investigation from eyewitnes- 

ses & other sources.  Mentions: 1-Two from Emmaus. 2- Peter at the tomb, but not 

John? 

 John: 70-90AD.  Was personally involved in that morning!     He mentions: 1- The 

extended account about Mary Mag.     2-Thomas‟ doubt!  3- Peter‟s restoration – 

chap.21. 
 

(2) Understand the context.              Culver: 266 

Culver: “These Scriptures describe a condition of amazement & excitement over events 

unprecedented in the annals of human events.  The obvious purpose of the four writers 

is not to present an orderly scientific account, such as a lawyer might prepare to prove 
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something to a reluctant judge or jury.  It is rather simply to report initial happenings to 

certain of the Lord‟s circle of friends,” 
 

At the time of a traumatic death, life is a haze! (Delores Morrison: didn‟t even 

remember the message at Brian‟s funeral.” 
 

Pentecost: “The Gospels record a multiplicity of events involving many different people, 

all occurring in a relatively brief time.” 

 

ILLUS: Mike‟s Birth.  Becky VS my account.  POINT: Mike was born! 
 

Possible Harmony: 

1. They began at dawn.  There may have been two groups, beginning from two 

different homes to meet at the tomb. 

2. If starting together, Mary Mag., younger, may have walked faster & arrived ahead of 

the others. 

3. John 20:2 “we,” – tells us she was with others. 

4. It‟s a 2-mile walk from Bethany to Jerusalem. 

POINT: All agree on the main event.  The tomb was empty! 

 

Second Event: Earthquake, Stone Moved: Matt.28:2-4. 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 

the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 

were white as snow. 

4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like  

dead men.  
 Sometime between sunset on Saturday and dawn on Sunday morning, Jesus spirit 

returned from the Father to his body. 

o “Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

 An angel came at dawn, rolled the stone back, scared the guards; NOT to let Jesus 

out, but to let the disciples in! 

 

Third Event: Angels appear to the women: Matt.28:5-8 

The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are  

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as  

he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen 

from the dead.’”   
 

Matt. - One angel outside. 

Mark –One angel sitting on the right side of where the body was. 

Luke -Two angels stood beside the women. 

John -Mary Mag., saw tow angels seated where the body was. 
 

Harmonization: 

 Mary ran to tell Peter & John without looking in the tomb.   

 The other ladies look in (may have been 1 or 2 groups).   

 Mary sees the angels when she follows Peter & John back. 
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POINT: All receive the same message from heaven: He is risen! 

 

Fourth Event: Peter & John witness the empty tomb: Jn.20. 

“He was the strips of linen lying there, as well as the Burial cloth that had been.  Around Jesus’ 

head.  The cloth was folded up By itself, separate from The linen…He saw and Believed.” - John 

20:6-8 
 

John writes in detail, as an eyewitness, about what they saw. 
POINT: There could have been no grave robbery.  The cloth around Jesus‟ head was 

folded up, separate from the linens. 

 No thief takes the time to “fold neatly” anything! 

 To say nothing of the 75# of sticky myrrh & aloes (19:39). 

 

Fifth Event: The Great Cover-up Conspiracy: Matt.28:11-15. 
When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a 

large sum of money, 13telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night and 
stole him away while we were asleep. 
 

(1) Sleeping guards are in no position to testify about anything. 

(2) They would have been assassinated by Pilate. 

(3) The posting of the guards attests both to the reality of Jesus‟ death, and unintentially 

provided a 3rd party witness of the resur. 
(4) Some say the women went to the wrong tomb. 

 If so, the guards were also guarding the wrong tomb! 

 And all the Jews/ Romans would have to do is to present Jesus‟ body and the story 

of His resurrection would end there. 

 There would never have been a book of Acts! 

 

JESUS APPEARED TO AT LEAST 515 PEOPLE AFTER RESURRECTION 

1. Mary Magdalene- John 20 

2. Other women- Matt.28 

3. Two on the road to Emmaus- Luke 24 

4. Ten Disciples- John 20 

5. The eleven Disciples a week later- John 20 

6. To seven of the Disciples in Galilee- John 21 

7. A private meeting with Peter, then James, then Paul. 

8. He appeared to over 500 “most still living,” 1 Cor.15:5-8 

9. Acts 1:3 “After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of 40 

days and spoke about the KOG.”  
 

Acts 2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.”  Repent 

& be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins,” –38 
 

QUESTION: Have you believed in Jesus Christ as YOUR Savior? 

 The historical evidence is overwhelming that you should! 
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Lee Strobel: The Case for Christ, 244-256.   

Besides eyewitness evidence, overwhelming circumstantial evidence.      -Interview 

with J.P.Moreland, Prof at Talbot Seminary 

 

Five undisputed pieces of circumstantial evidence 
-  

1. The disciples died for their beliefs. -246 

  “Muslims might be willing to die for their belief that Allah revealed himself to 

Muhammad, but this revelation was not done in a publicly observable way.  So they 

could be wrong, they didn‟t witness it themselves.  It is a matter of faith. 

 The apostles were willing to die for something they had seen with their own eyes and 

touched with their own hands.  They were in a unique position not to just believe, 

but know for sure 
 

2. The conversion of skeptics. -248 

 James, Jesus‟ brother, and Saul of Tarsus.  Both were dead set against Christ until 

resurrection appearances. 
 

3. Changes in 5 key social structures. ð250 

Jewish social structures were preserved since Moses:1400BC. 

  (1) These Jews no longer offered animal sacrifices. 

  (2) The Law of Moses was superseded by the Law of Christ. 

  (3) The Saturday Sabbath was replaced with Sunday worship. 

  (4) Monotheists now were baptized in Father, Son & H.S. 

  (5) Their understanding of Messiah changed radically from a military/ state leader to 

one who died for the sins of the world. 
 

POINT: Within weeks/ months after Christ‟s resurrection, tens of thousands of Jews were 

willing to make these sociological theological changes that had existed for 1400 years! 
 

4.   Communion and Baptism. ð253 

 Communion celebrated his death, not earthly achievements. 

 Baptism identifies a believer with Christ‟s death & resurrection 
 

5.   The emergence of the Church. ð254 

“If you were a Martian looking down on the 1st century, would you think Christianity or 

the Roman Empire would survive? 
 

There is no doubt that these facts are true; what‟s in question is how to explain them.  

There is no better explanation than the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

   

NOTE: Tim McVeigh was convicted of killing 168 people at the federal building in OK 

City, on circumstantial evidence.  No on saw him.  No video camera captured his 

picture. -244  

 

POINT: The circumstantial evidence for the resurrection is overwhelming! 

 

 “That was also the assessment of Sir Lionel Luckhoo, the brilliant and savvy attorney 

whose astounding 245 consecutive murder acquittals earned him a place in The 
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Guinness Book of World Records as the world‟s most successful lawyer.  Knighted twice 

by Queen Elizabeth, this former justice and diplomat subjected the historical facts 

about the Resurrection to his own rigorous analysis for several years before declaring, „I 

say unequivocally that the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so 

overwhelming that it compels acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room 

for doubt.,” – 255, The Case For Christ 

 

John 6:40 “My Father‟s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 

shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

 


