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The Honor Due Mothers 
 

Poem: When I’m an old lady.  
 

When I’m an old lady, I’ll live with each kid,  

And bring so much happiness…just as they did.  

I want to pay back all the joy they’ve provided.   

Returning each deed!  Oh, they’ll be so excited! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

I’ll write on the wall with reds, whites & blues,  

And I’ll bounce on the furniture…wearing my shoes.   

I’ll drink from the carton and then leave it out.   

I’ll stuff all the toilets and oh, how they’ll shout! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

When they’re on the phone & just out of reach,  

I’ll get into things like sugar & bleach.   

Oh, they’ll snap their fingers & then shake their head,  

And when that is done, I’ll hide under the Bed! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

When they cook dinner and call me to eat,  

I’ll not eat my green beans or salad of meat,  

I’ll gag on my okra, spill milk on the table,  

And when they get angry…I’ll run…if I’m able! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

I’ll sit close to the TV, through the channels I’ll click,   

I’ll cross both eyes just to see if they’ll stick.   

I’ll take off my socks & throw one away,  

And play in the mud till the end of the day! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

And later in bed, I’ll lay back & sigh,  

I’ll thank God in prayer & then close my eyes.   

My kids will look down with a smile slowly creeping,  

And say with a groan, “She’s so sweet when she’s sleeping!” 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 
 

The perspective that only a mother could have! 

The perspective on motherhood is a bit different than a generation ago.   
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 I wonder “mom” do you feel you are fulfilling your role as “mother?”  Maybe you’re not sure 

exactly what is expected of a “mother” today.  

 Back to basics: “The Honor Due Mothers” as established by God. 

 

O.T. texts that speak to the mother’s honor & calling. 
 

1. Genesis 2:24- Her Inherent Purpose. 

Gen.2:24  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 

they will become one flesh.  

 This is the first use of “mother” in the Bible. 

 POINT: Moms & Dads prepare kids to leave home maturely. 

 Mothers train their children, but do not get to keep them.  They must be willing to 

allow their kids to form homes of their own. 

 POINT: Her “Inherent Purpose” is to train kids to be family makers. 

 Having a framework of proper family relationships.  – Gen.1:28. 

 

2. Exodus 20:12- Her Inherent Value & Worth. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your 

God is giving you.  

 “Honor” – Intensive verb form.  Literally means “weight, heavy.” = Command: “Treat 

mom & dad like they carry a lot of weight! Dignity.” = “Give them honor, respect, 

prize highly!  

 POINT: Equal honor is due mother & father!   
 

Many things undermine Mom’s equal honor.   

 Society may devalue mothers/ women.  Men sometimes disrespect them.  They are the 

“weaker vessel” > I Pet.3:7. 
Scripture everywhere reinforces mom’s equal value with dad:  

 Ex.21:15, 17.  Lev.19:3-“Each must respect his m/ & f/.”   

 Deut.5:16 “Honor…”  21:18 “If a on does not obey…”   

 27:16 “Cursed is he who dishonors…”   

 Gen.1:26-27 Parents are God’s partners in procreation of others in God’s Image.  As such 

they are due honor by those they create! 

Gen. 1 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 

over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all 

the creatures that move along the ground."  

 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 

he created them.  

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it. 

 Her “Inherent Value/ Worth” is equal to that of her husband. 

 

3. Psalm 51:5- Her Inherent Deficiency.    
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Surely I was sinful at birth,  

       sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  

 

 Moms do not have perfect or sinless kids.   

Humor: Children: (Email from Miles Leveridge, Jan.30, 2003) 

   Whenever your children are out of control, you can take comfort from the thought that even 

God’s omnipotence did not extend to His own  

children.  After creating heaven & earth, God created Adam & Eve, and the first thing he said 

was, “Don’t.” 

 “Don’t what?” Adam Replied.  “Don’t eat the forbidden fruit.” God said 

 “Forbidden fruit?  We have forbidden fruit?  Hey Eve…we have forbidden fruit!”  -“No way!”  - 

“Yes way!”   

“Do not eat the fruit!” said God.  – “Why?” 

“Because I am your Father and I said so!”  God replied, wondering why He hadn’t stopped 

creation after making the elephants.   

   A few minutes later, God saw His children having an apple break & He was ticked!  -“Didn’t I 

tell you not to eat the fruit?” God asked. 

“Uh huh,’ Adam replied.  –“Then you did you do it?” said the Father. 

“I don’t know,” said Eve. “She started it!” Adam said. “Did not!” “Did to!” 

   Having had it with the two of them, God’s punishment was that Adam and Eve should have 

children of their own.  Thus the pattern was set and it has never changed.   
 

BUT THERE IS REASSURANCE IN THE STORY! 

If you have persistently & lovingly tried to give children wisdom & they haven’t taken it, don’t 

be too hard on yourself.  IF God had trouble rais- ing children, what makes you think it will be a 

piece of cake for you? 

 Moms can’t bear children who automatically go to heaven.   

 A mom must prepare her children for heaven before they leave home: 51:1-4a.  > Ps.71:5,6- 

A mom must pass on her faith early. 

 Her “Inherent Deficiency” is that she cannot save her kids.   

 

4. Proverbs 1:8,9- Her Inherent Opportunity & Responsibility. 
8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction  

       and do not forsake your mother's teaching.  9 They will be a garland to grace your head 

and a chain to adorn your neck.  

 Moms are teachers.  Every mom must teach her child. 

 Q/ Where does a mom learn what to teach her kids?  > 1:7. 

 NOTE:1:8 Literally:” Do not forsake the Torah of your mother.” 

 Torah means law or instruction.  “Since parents in ideal Jewish homes taught their children 

God’s Law (Dt.6:4-7), the same word was used both for the Law and for instruction in it” 

(BKCOT p.908). 

 Every child is born in sin.  A mom must understand his sinful condition & God’s 

answer for salvation.  Her words impart life.   
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The child who follows his mother’s teaching would lead an attractive, honorable life.  Those 

who don’t= dishonorable life. Prov. 6:20-23, 10:1 

Her “Inherent Opportunity & Responsibility” is to teach her children God’s Word/ Wisdom.  

 

5. Psalm 139:13- Her Inherent Unique Partnership with God. 
13 For you created my inmost being;  

       you knit me together in my mother's womb.  

 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made 

 

 God sovereignly superintends the natural process of reproduction.  While a human 

marvel, it is a divine wonder!   

 A mom does not own her children, she is a “stewardess!”   

 She is given the unique privilege of being God’s creative “work-shop” where God 

continues His creative activity on earth for hvn. 

 With all that human parents contribute to the child: Conception belongs to God.  Creative 

genius belongs to God.  Life = is God’s. 

 The child ultimately belongs to God, in time & for eternity. 
 

Ps.139:23-24.  When you look at your kids, they all look a little like their parents, and a lot like 

God.  Created in parents image.   

  Created in God’s image.  > Kids are divine image bearers! 

 A Mom’s “Inherent Partnership with God” = is in creating life. 

ILLUS: Jer.1:5. >God changes nations, the world throe our children. 

Dwight Eisenhower: 34th President (1953-1961) 

   “My sainted mother taught me a devotion to God and a love of country which have ever 

sustained me in my many lonely & bitter moments of decision in distant & hostile lands.  To her, 

I yield a son’s reverent thanks.”  (Lee Tan, 3651) 

 

6. Mal.2:13-16- seems to summarize the honor due mom. 

Mal.2:13-16   13 Another thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and 
wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from 

your hands. 14 You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, 
the wife of your marriage covenant.  

 15 Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because 
he was seeking godly offspring.  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the 

wife of your youth.  16 "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, 

 

 This text seems to reinforce each inherent honor due moms: Her Purpose, Value, 

Opportunity and Responsibility. 

 She is one (v15) with husband (Gen.2), co-creator of kids with God. 

 Her role as instructor is imperative for “godly offspring.”  
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The men in Malachi’s time (430BC) were full of sorrow because God was no longer answering 

their prayer or blessing their work.  “Why?”  

 God was witness in the divine court that the men had violated their most precious 

covenant, divorcing their wives, to marry for pleasure. 

 They had neglected the fact that marriage is God’s way for society to reflect His image and 

design and to populate heaven. 

POINT: The honor due moms cannot be violated without severe consequences to the family, 

society and even heaven. 

 

YOU MAY SAY: “Ya, but that’s all O.T. we live in N.T. 

N.T. texts that speak to the mother’s honor & calling. 
 

1. Matt.19:4-6- Her Inherent Purpose (Gen.2, Mal.2). 

Matt.19   4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male 
and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore 

what God has joined together, let man not separate."  

(To train kids to leave home & make a home of their own.) 

1. NOTE: Jesus referred to O.T. (Genesis) as authoritative – for all time.  He was the 

Creator who spoke in Gen.2:24. 

2. Marriage is authorized between male & female, not male & male 

3. It is still looked upon as a cov’t before God, “What God has joined” 

4. This is repeated in Mk.10:6-9; Eph.5:31; I Cor.6:16. 

5. Sadly, the people of Jesus’ day viewed marriage (value of moms) with the same flawed view 

as Malachi’s time (19:3,10). 

APPLY: It is imperative a Christian marries a Christian (II Cor.6:14-18) 

 

2. Matt.15:3,4- Her Inherent Value & Equal Worth). 
43Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4For 

God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must 
be put to death.' 

 “Honor your mother & father” is repeated 13 times in the N.T. 

 Eph.6:2 “Remember to value your mother equal with your father. 

POINT: God never intended the weaker vessel to be lesser in value 

 

3. Rom.3:23; Luke 18:16- Her Inherent Deficiency. 

 Mt.18:14 “Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”  

Moms must still lead their children to Christ.   

 

4. II Tim.1:5- Her Inherent Opportunity & Responsibility. 
I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  

 It is imperative for mom to be a teacher in every generation. 
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 What did Timothy’s mom teach him?  How did she know what to teach him?  > 3:14-17  
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know 

those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which 

are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man 
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

 = (1) Wise to salvation, (2) Equipped as man. 

 It is also true that our kids must make their own decisions!  PRAY! 
 

ILLUS: Dr. John Walvoord: President at DTS for years. 

   In a chapel at DTS he told of a mother who prayed for her son for 60 years to be saved.  One 

week before her death, the mother received a long distance call from her son saying he had 

accepted Christ. (L.T. 3670) 

 

C.I. Schofield:  Many years ago a Christian businessman was finishing a visit with his lawyer.  

Before leaving, the businessman turned & said: “I have often wanted to ask you a question, but I 

have been a coward.” 

   The lawyer, surprised, said: “I didn’t think you were afraid of anything!  What is your question?” 

   “Why aren’t you a Christian?”  the lawyer hung his head.  “You know my weakness.   Isn’t there 

something in the Bible about drunkards having no part in the KOG?”   

   “That’s not what I’m asking you.  I want to know why you aren’t a Christian? “ “Well, I can’t 

recall anyone asking me?” 

They talked, and that day the lawyer, C.I.Schofield, accepted Christ. 

   Some time later, when he went home & told his father he was devoting his life to Christian 

ministry, he learned the rest of the story.  His mother died shortly after he was born.  On her 

deathbed, his mother’s prayer was for her son to become a preacher of the gospel.  He wasn’t to 

be told until after the prayer had been answered.  – Lee Tan, 5886 & 3679 

 

5. James 3:9- Her Inherent Unique Partnership with God. 
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in 
God's likeness.  

 Mom’s still partner with God in creating kids in “God’s image.” 

 Mt.18:10 “Their angels in hvn always see..” 18:5 “Who welcomes... 
 

Titus 2:4-5. Kind of a summary passage reinforcing mom’s role. 
4Then they (older women) can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5to be self-
controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one 
will malign the word of God.  

 

 Key words: “Husband-lovers” “children-lovers” “house-keepers.” 

 These are her “core” roles, whatever else she may do. 

 One wonders why Paul would need to mention these??? 

Dishonor mom’s distinctive role: 

 You dishonor the person God created her to be. 
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 We suffer consequences, and produce a generation of fools, failed homes, social destruction.  

Kids will neither live wisely, or eternally! 

 

SUMMARY 

1. As long as time exists mothers’ inherent honor & responsibilities will exist. 
 

2. A mother’s God given honors/ responsibilities are clear & unchanging from 

generations to gen/.  A woman/ mother never has to wonder what God’s primary 

created purposes for her are. 

 It is imperative that men & kids reinforce, not hinder, mom’s pur- pose, value, role as 

teacher, unique participant as God’s co-creator. 
  

3. No one in society has the ability to accomplish what a mother’s role is designed to 

accomplish.    

QUOTES: Theodore Roosevelt (26th Pres. 1901-1909).  

“When all is said, it is the mother, and the mother only, who is a better citizen than the soldier 

who fights for his country.  The successful mother, the mother who does her part in rearing & 

training aright the boys and girls who are to be the men & women of the next generation, is of 

greater use to the community, and occupies, if she only would realize it, a more honorable as 

well as more important position that any man in it.  The mother is the one supreme asset of the 

national life.  She is more important, by far, than the successful statesman, or businessman, or 

artist, or scientist.”    - Lee Tan 3634 

 

4. All other achievements of women are optional.  Society and heaven are dependent 

upon faithful functioning in her roles.  


