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The Christian’s Responsibility to Governing Authority. (Rom.13:1-7)  

(Part 3) 

 

Rom.12-15 - What loving God looks like applied to relationships. 
 

ARGUMENT: the Christian is to live in loyalty to those given gov- erning authority 

without compromising his greater loyalty to God. 
 

In Chap.13… 

Paul reminded Christians that we have a dual-citizenship. 

 While we are citizens of heaven, we’re also citizens of earth. 

 Jn.18:36 –“My K’dom is not of this world.” Mk.12:17 “Give to Caesar 

 The Christian must not think himself above man’s laws. 

And he reminds the church that Government is God’s means of protecting them from those who 

would harm them (12:19, 13:4). 
 

This raises many questions for us. 
 What if government is “anti-God,” do we still obey it? 

 Should we ever be involved in anti-gov’t plans, plots? (American Revolution?) 

 If the government says we cannot read the Bible, must we obey it? 

 Can governing authorities tell us what to think, or to not pray?     
(Communist governments?)·          

 Are we obligated to give up our God, or acknowledge other gods as equals, if government legislates 
this?   

 Is it right to rebel & make plans to escape from your government?   
(Russia, China, Vietnam…) 

 Who has higher authority over us, God or Gov’t? 

 

Seven principles that instruct our responsibility to government. 

 
1. Vs1 Every person is to be in submission to governing authority 
 
2. Government is an institution established for man by God. 

 Governing authority is God’s idea!  Not merely a human concept. 
 

God established government in –Gen.9:5,6. 

 (1) To control crime.  Man’s nature is sinful & man will act in ways that harm others.  (2) To 

preserve the dignity of mankind.  (3) To  

remind mankind that God has standard of justice & eternal judgment. 
 

Q: What about Evil Governments?  Are we to submit to these? 

Q: Are there any “righteous” governments? 
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5- - Jer.27:4-8,11, Is.44:28-45:7, Dan.4:17,25; 7:26-27. God controls all nations & human 

gov’ts & gives them to anyone he wishes. 
 

POINT: Political power is in God’s hands.  He gives it to whomever He wills, both good & bad.  

Those appointed are responsible to rule justly. 

 
3. (Vs.2) To rebel against Gov’t is to rebel against God. 

POINT: Submission is not rooted in the character of the leader but in God’s sovereign ordinance 

& appointment.  Gov’t is a divine institution. 

 Q: What if Gov’t should persecute Christians?  
 

4. (Vs.3,4) Gov’ts primary responsibility is to punish evil & commend good.  = To provide 

safety and justice for it’s people. 
 

1- Gov’t is to be a cause of fear to those who do wrong & break the law. 

 This is God’s decree & government’s responsibility.   

 Fear of punishment was meant to deter criminals.   
 

Q: Doesn’t this contradict 12:14,17 &19 “It is mine to avenge”? 

 No.  Chap.12 addresses personal responses to those who harm us. 

 Chapt.13 addresses the role of Gov’t in preserving justice & peace. 

 12:19 =”Don’t avenge yourself, It is God’s to avenge.”  13:4 = The one in authority is “God’s 

servant to avenge for wrath.”  (Same root.) 
 

POINT: One of the ways God avenges those who do us harm, is through His appointed agency 

of Gov’t.  Gov’t acts in behalf of God for justice. 

 :  Authority have a responsibility before God to carry out justice.  

 As citizens, we should expect Gov’t to punish those who do wrong, & we should support 

them.  Just punishment is not unkind, immoral, unchristian, outdated, unhealthy, barbaric 

or uncivilized. 

 The only way to maintain the value & dignity of man is to punish wrongdoers; otherwise it is 

the “good citizen” who is punished. 

Barnhouse: Church & state are totally separate; God and the state are never to be separate.” 
 

NOTE: Government is not, nor will it ever be, the remedy for sin. 

Christ is the only remedy for sin.  Gov’t is a means to restrain evil. 

 
5. (Vs.4) Governing authorities are viewed as God’s servants. 
4For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

 

 He is “God’s .”  We are to look upon them as such. 

POINT: A public official is to administer public justice, protect the innocent, punish offenders, 

preserve peace…as God’s representative. 

 Likewise, the public has a right to expect Gov’t to act in this way. 
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 Gov’t was instituted by God (Gen.9). He places high value on those charged with governing 

man created in His image.  

 Dt.16:18; 18:18-20 – From Judge to King, all are to serve fairly. 

Deut.16 18 Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town the LORD your God is 

giving you, and they shall judge the people fairly. 19 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not 

accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 20 Follow 
justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

Deut.17 18 When he [King] takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy 

of this law...19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to 

revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 20 and not 
consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and 
his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 

 
Q: Where does Gov’t get its standards for ruling? Rom.2:14-15. 
14Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a 

law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, 15since they show that the requirements of 
the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now 

accusing, now even defending them. 
 

          (Norm Geisler: Options in Contemporary Christian Ethics) 

Surely God knew that not all men would not have access to Scripture, 

 God inscribed a law upon men’s hearts; an innate, natural inclination that reveals itself in 

universal ethical principles and laws. 

 The moral creeds of mankind’s great civilizations testify to the general revelation of God by 

the striking resemblance in their law,27 
 

FOR EXAMPLE: 

 What person does not expect to be treated with rights as a person? 

 Who actually believes it is right to take what belongs to another? 

 Who actually believes that rape, cruelty to children is right? 

POINT: No matter what someone claims to believe, watch how he responds when someone 

takes his property, hurts his children, hits him on the chin, or denies him his rights.  His reactions 

define his morality. 
 

RESULT: 

1. It is this common revelation with non-Christians of all beliefs that makes moral cooperation 

bet/ Christians & non-Christians possible,30. 

 Many people of different worldviews are moving to America. 

 Cultures & customs differ.   

 What will enable us to coexist compatibly?   = God’s moral code. 
 

2. It is because this universal morality is anchored in the unchanging nature of a God of perfect 

love & justice – that all his governing servants will be held accountable to the same standards. 
 

3. The closer to the Bible (specific, divine absolutes) a government adheres, the more just & 

loving & moral will be its officials & laws, 26. 
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APPLY: The farther from the Bible our culture turns, the less just, loving, and moral it will 

become. 

 
6. (Vs.5) Christians are to submit to gov’t because of conscience. 
5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience. 
 

Christians have a greater obligation for obeying the gov’t than unbeliever.  1. Because of 

punishment.  BUT 2- to maintain a good conscience.   
 

The Christian lives to a higher law than man’s external control 

 Matt.22:37-39.  Rom. 12:1-2, 9; 8:1-4,16.  

 Acts 24:16 –Paul aimed at clear conscience before God & man.  

 He must do God’s will.  He must respect men & authority. 

 A bad conscience can destroy the Christian’s life: 1 Tim.1:18-19 
 

Conscience also sets limits on our obedience to government. 

 God does not ask us to blindly or slavishly obey authority.   

 Paul is writing in general terms regarding our relationship to government, but not to deal 

with every conceivable contingency.   

 What happens when government departs from its God given role? 

 What if we are asked to do something contrary to God’s Word? 

 What if we are commanded to teach our kids there is no God?  
 

Q: When are we obligated to disobey governing authorities? 
 

Charles Ryrie: “When do we disobey governing authorities?  When the authority requires us to 

disobey God.” 

“When civil law & God’s law are in opposition the Bible sanctions, if not obligates the believer to 

disobey.  But when a believer feels he should disobey his government, let him be sure it is not 

because the government has denied him his rights, but because it has denied him God’s rights.” 
 

EXAMPLES: 

1 – If forbidden to obey God’s command to preach the Gospel. 

 Acts 1:8 & Matt.28:19-10 --  Acts 4:18-20; 5:17-21a, 27-32,42. 
God’s Command: Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

Acts 5:27Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by 

the high priest. 28"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."  

 29Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!” 
 

 God has given society three main spheres of authority: Gov’t, the Family, and the Church.  

Each has its God directed purposes.  We are never commanded to submit to authority that 

asks us to disobey God. 
 

2 – If forced to worship idols or false gods.  Daniel 3:  Rev.13:5-8 
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Daniel 3 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 

to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does 
not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up."  

Rev.13  8All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in 
the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.   
15He [the second beast] was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could 
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.   
 

ww. “The day was coming when the Christian could not support Rome, dropping incense on the 

altar & affirming Caesar is God,”  

 

3 – If forbidden to pray to God.  Daniel 6:6-10. 
6 So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King Darius, live forever! 
7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should 
issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty 

days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. 8 Now, O king, issue the decree and 

put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, 

which cannot be repealed." 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.  10 Now when Daniel learned that 
the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he 
had done before 

 

4 – If forced to do that which is immoral or evil.  

 Exodus 1:16-17,20-21 – killing babies.  
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, … 16 "When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth 

and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live." 17 The 
midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let 
the boys live.  

 20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous. 
21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own 
 

 Today: forced government abortions, 1-child laws, US laws that would force doctors to 

dispense abortion medications.  Killing other races: Pharaoh, Hitler, genocide.   

ILLUS: Martin Niemoeller, pastor, was put in prison for preaching the truth about Hitler.  Another 

minister visited him & told him that if he would keep quiet about certain things he would be set 

free.  “And so, why are you in jail?”  Niemoeller: “Why aren’t you in jail.”–Barnhouse 

 Corrie Ten Boom’s family – hid Jews during WW2. 

 If a school demands a child read something immoral. 

 If churches would be forced to hire or marry homosexuals. 
 

Q: Does God ever, in history, start new independent governments when a people is 

oppressed?  

 ILLUS: (Exodus 1-14) God lead His people out of Egypt, a new nation!   

 
7. (Vs.6-7) Paying taxes to gov’t is payment for services rendered. 
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6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to 

governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if 
respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
 

ILLUS: Preamble of Constitution  (What Gov’t does for us!) 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 
 

 Citizens enjoy the benefits gov’t provides.  We should expect to pay. 

 This doesn’t excuse waste & mismanagement & abuses. 

 In the O.T. – a tithe was paid to maintain the religious influence on God’s people, and a tithe 

was paid to maintain gov’t: 1 Sam.8:15,17. 

 God says that gov’t is His idea, it costs money, “pay your taxes.” 

 

SUMMARIZE 

The Christian is to live in loyalty to those given governing authority without 

compromising his greater loyalty to God. 
 

NOTE: Government is not, nor will it ever be, the remedy for sin. 

Christ is the only remedy for sin.  Gov’t is a means to restrain evil. 

 

God’s view of Government & our relationship to it: 

1- Gov’t exists and is appointed by God. 

2- Citizens of a country are to respect and submit to governing authorities 

3- LAW & PUNISHMENT – help inhibit & control crime, preserve man’s dignity, while they 

remind mankind of God’s eternal standard of justice. 

4- To resist or stand against authorities, is to stand against God. 

 Submission is not rooted in the character of the leader but in God’s sovereign ordinance/ 

appointment 

5- Government’s primary responsibility=to punish evil & commend good 

6- We should support government in the punishment of criminals. 

 One of the ways God avenges those who do us harm, is through His appointed agency of 

Gov’t 

7- Law abiding citizens should have no fear of government, but if we are called upon to suffer 

unjustly, we are to submit for the sake of Christ.  

8- A public official is to administer public justice, protect the innocent, punish offenders, 

preserve peace…as God’s representative. 

9- Paying taxes to government is payment for services rendered.  
 


