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INTRO 

QUOTE: Dr. Huegel: The Cross of Christ, 51-52. The sinner understands. 

   “There is, after all is said and done, only one person who can duly appreciate the Cross of 

Christ, and who is in a position to take an adequate inventory…of its redeeming power.  That is 

the sinner.  Not the theologian, nor the scholar, nor the Bible commentator, but the sinner…Only 

a leper can fully estimate the value of the newly-discovered oil which we are told cures leprosy.  

To one who has no touch of the dread disease, one might sing the virtues of the mysterious oils, 

but to no avail.  Only a sinner is able to evaluate the mysterious virtues of Golgotha. 

   …It is when one is bowed down with a burden of guilt, and has been driven to the brink of 

despair by the monster we call sin, that one finds it a natural thing to cry out as did Paul, „God 

forbid that I should glory save in the cross of Christ,‟ for here and her alone is deliverance found. 

   If we could see sin in all its magnitude and all its loathsomeness-how it affects God, and how it 

affects one‟s neighbor, and how it affects ones‟ self-we would have no difficulty in seeing the 

Cross in all its Divine glory... 

   To approach the Cross of Christ with any other lens…than that of the sinner, honestly and 

tearfully in search of God, is to fail to get the picture…Why? Because Christ was there on the 

Cross for but one purpose, according to His own word.  „This is my blood of the new testament 

with was shed for many for the remission of sins.‟ 

   …From this throne as King He says in effect, „I will extend to repentant, believing hearts the 

scepter of forgiveness.‟” 

 There is no greater study in the Bible than Christ‟s death on the cross. 

 

LAST WEEK:  3:21 – God‟s means of r‟ness is “apart from law.” 

First: We need to understand the principle and function of Law. 
 

1. The principle of Law is expressed for us in Gal.3:10. 

 Blessing is on the basis of merit; for both Jew & Gentile, Rom.2:14-15 

 If one could keep the law of God, he would be righteous & sinless. 

 BUT no one can keep the law: Gal.3:11.  (Anyone here??) 
 

2. Paul has a lot to teach us about “law” in Romans. 

 He uses the word 75 times in Romans, next highest is Galatians – 32. 

 3:21 – God provides a r‟ness for man – apart from law. 

 5:20 – Law actually pinpoints & multiplies our sins & unr‟ness. 

 6:14 – Law produces slavery to sin- (“all are under sin”). 

 7:5 – Law arouses our sinful passions, it does not impede them, v7,8. 

 8:3 – Law is powerless to bring about r‟ness because of our sin nature 
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God gives each believer righteousness, freely, by faith-Rom.3:22-24 

It is given “by faith, freely” – as opposed to works, law, effort–v.22 

 Faith is never counted as a “work” of man by God: 4:5. 

 “Freely:” V.24.  As a GIFT!  This is the ONLY alternative to “works.” 

 A gift without payment, not earned, without finding cause in us. 
 

POINT: The cause for God giving us HIS R‟ness (justifying us) is not in us!  Not because of 

anything we do.  Nor is it withheld because of sins. 

 The cause is in God‟s grace – because of Christ‟s payment for our sin. 

 

What does it mean to be “Justified by God?” 
 

Definition: Justification is a legal declaration, a public acknowledgement on the part of 

God, that the believer stands credited with Christ‟s righteousness. 
 

1- All our sins are forgiven, removed, gone!  - Ps.103:10-12.; Acts 10:43 

 Divine forgiveness is never an act of leniency, but complete justice. 
 

2- We are given right standing (declared righteous) by God, as a gift. 

Positive: There is an addition. – Rom.5:17 

 It is not righteousness with roots in us, by our producing. 2 Cor.5:21 

 It is an act once for all accomplished, not a process.  Never changes. 

 There are no degrees of justification, each believer has same standing 

 It does not mean God makes us “righteous” in our condition, infusing righteousness into us, 

but He declares us righteous–as a legal matter.   

 God puts Christ‟s r‟ness on our record in the place of our sinfulness.   
 

3- The Result: We have eternal life.  Rom.6:23 

 

Redemption: the basis of the believer’s justification & salvation. 
 

Definition: Christ paid a ransom to purchase sinners out of slavery to sin, and set them 

free from sin‟s ownership & power forever, making them members of the Family of God. 
 

Our English word expresses this thought: “re-deem/buy, to buy again.”  Pawnshops are known 

for this kind of purchasing. 
 

There are several Greek words used to express this concept to us. 

 

1- Agorazo: To purchase, buy or redeem. 

1. Secular usage -It is related to ―the market place‖ (Acts 17:17).  

 It was a common word in deeds of sale. 

 There are examples of it being used of the purchase of slaves, wheat, and houses.  
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2. The New Testament uses agorazo 30-31 times, same meaning. 

EXAMPLES: Buying a field or a pearl - Matt. 13:44, 46; 27:7; food - Matt. 14:15; things for 
Jesus’ burial - Mark 15:46; 16:1; buying and selling in the temple - Mark 11:15; land and oxen - 
Luke 14:18-19. 
 

It is also used by NT authors to describe our salvation. 

 1 Cor.6:19-20; 7:23; Rev.5:9-10, 14:3-4; 2 Pet.2:1 
1 Cor.6:19,20  

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 

from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
 

POINT: The emphasis of agarozo is on the payment of a price to purchase sinners and transfer 

their ownership.   

 It is noteworthy that it is used of unbelievers in 2 Pet.2:1. 
1 Pet.2:1 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—

bringing swift destruction on themselves. 
 

 Christ paid the price of their freedom, but they have not chosen to be released!  1 John 2:1-

2 – His sacrifice was for the whole world. 
 

THE PICTURE: Christ came down into the market place of the world, where we are under 

sin’s ownership, and bought us for God. 

 Sin is man‟s master, all are under sin, enslaved & hopeless: Rom. 3:9. 

 Matt.18:21-35 – Parable of Unmerciful Servant. 

o Jesus teaches Peter about God‟s forgiveness. 

 POINT: We are the man who owed an insurmountable debt to sin. 

 God sent His Son into the world to pay our debt & set us free.  

 Being set free – is not the same as accepting that freedom. 

 
2 – Ex-agorazo: To purchase, buy or redeem ―out of,‖= release. 

Almost to anticipate our question: “Can we ever lose our salvation, be sold again under sin‟s 

mastery?” – Paul gives us the answer in this word. 
 

Exagorazo is only used four times in the New Testament.  

Twice it means to pay a price to retain ownership (redeem) of time.  

 Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5 

 We can buy back time from sin’s influence & ownership, & use it for God’s eternal purposes, 
doing His will, serving grace to others. 

 

Twice it is used describing God’s salvation of believes. 

 Gal.3:13; 4:5.  Christ bought us back & made us Sons of God! 
Gal.4:4-7 

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem 

those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit 
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of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

 

 Sealed by the Spirit until the day of redemption = eternal life! 

 The added emphasis of ex-agorazo is: not only did Christ buy us out of the market place of 
sin, transferring our ownership to God, but we are taken ―out of‖ the market place & 
experience complete release forever!   

 

ILLUS: Shakespeare Folio         -Barnhouse, Vol.2, 105 

   A Shakespeare Folio which was bought and sold in several auctions was finally bought by the 
Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington DC.  Under the terms of the purchase trust, it is to 
remain there permanently, and can never be put on the market again. 

 ―I give them eternal life and no one can take them out of my hand!‖ 

 

3 – Lutrao:“to ransom, set one free by payment of a ransom.”   

Only used three times. 

The significance of lutrao is in the root lutrov, “ransom payment.” 
 

LUTRON (noun): used twice.  Mark 10:45 & Matt.20:28. 
Mark 10:45 ―For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." 

 The Bible clearly says that Christ paid for our ransom/ freedom by the cost of His life.  It was 

His life for ours (substitution–in place of,  

 Anyone in the 1st C. who heard the word “lutron” thought of a payment used to set a slave 

free. 
 

 Lutrao Illustrated: 

 Josephus illustrates the idea of paying a ransom price to secure the release of a hostage:  
―…for not knowing what was become of his [Herod the Great’s] brother, he was in haste to 
redeem (lutrao) him out of the hand of his enemies, as willing to give three hundred talents 
for the price of his redemption 

 Emphasis: payment of a price to free a slave, prisoner, of hostage. 
 

 In the NT, regarding the believer: Titus 2:14; 1 Pet.1:18-19 

Titus 2:11-14 ―For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say 
"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.  
1 Peter 1:18-19 ―For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

 The cost of our ransom/ redemption/ freedom is stated: His death. 

 The Bible views the “lost” as slaves to sin, in bondage to death and futility & sin.  Christ paid 

to set us free from sin‟s bondage & power! 

 PURPOSE: To live as His people, zealous for good deeds. 

 

4 – Apolutrosis (n): Rom.3:24.  To release, untie, set loose by payment of a price, a 
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ransom (lutrosis). 

  The significance of apolutrosis is in the root “lutrosis.” ransom payment. 
 

In the ancient secular world, apolutrosis was used infrequently, but it clearly spoke of a 

release for slaves/hostages secured by the payment of a ransom.    (Steve Waterhouse: Not by 
Bread Alone) 

 Plutarch speaks of ransoming captive cities. 

 Philo speaks of a slave who committed suicide because he felt no one would pay for his 

redemption.   

 The Epistle of Aristeas uses the word in connection with ransoming prisoners of war at a 
cost of ―twenty drachmae per head.‖ 

 Josephus has a section where the cost of redeeming captives was ―more than four hundred 

talents.‖ 

 There can be little doubt that when the original readers of the NT saw the word apolutrosis, 
they thought of the freedom of a hostage or slave because someone else paid a price. 

 

It is used ten times, nine times in relation to our salvation. 
1. Rom.3:24-25. The believer is freed from sin’s guilt (3:9) by Christ’s payment of his blood.  

The kidnapped sinner’s ransom has been paid. 

Rom.4:23,24 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

 Eph.1:7 & Col.1:14 – the same emphasis. 

 

2. Rom.8:23; Eph.1:14, 4:30 – The emphasis is on future redemption. 
Eph.1:13,14  
―And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the praise of his 
glory.‖ 
 What Christ has purchased and set free will be fully delivered on the day we see Him.  The 

Ransom payment has been made in full! 

 While freedom from the presence of sin is future, freedom from the penalty and power of sin 

is a present reality to be experienced now. 
 

3. The full force of what Christ means to us is stated in 1 Cor.1:30. 
―It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the 
Lord.―  -1 Cor.1:30 

 The believer‟s existence, inheritance, position – is nothing less than sharing all that Christ is.  

We are not God, but we are God‟s children. 

 

ILLUS: Boy and Sailboat 

  There was a young boy who lived in a New England seaport and loved to watch the boats 

come in from their daily catch.  One day he decided to build a little sailboat all of his own.  He 

worked for weeks, making sure each detail was just right.  Finally the big day arrived.  He went 

down to the wharf and proudly put his boat into the water. 

   As he triumphantly observed his new sailboat, he noticed that the wind had suddenly 

changed, and the tiny boat was being swept out of sight.  The little boy was heartbroken.  
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Everyday for a month he went back to see if his boat had been washed up on shore. 

   One day in the market he saw his boat in a store window.  He excitedly ran into the store and 

told the owner that it was his boat.  The woman only responded by saying that the boat would 

cost him two dollars.  After pleading with her to no avail, the boy finally pulled out the money 

and gave it to the storeowner. 

   As the boy was leaving the store he said: “Little boat, you are twice mine.  You are mine 

because I made you, and now you are mine because I bought you.”     - Green, 298 

 

THIS IS THE MEANING OF REDEMPTION… 

God made us.  Sin swept us out to sea and we were lost.  Sin became our master & owner.   

Christ came to seek and save us by paying the ransom payment to free us from our kidnapper.   

NOW – we belong to Him.  He made us, and He bought us.  And we are given the gift of His 

righteousness – before we stand in God‟s presence, so there will be no question of our 

acceptance when that day comes. 

 

Quote: Dr. Huegel, The Cross of Christ, Throne of God, 53 

   “The grandeur of the Cross is such that no other language can express it.  It is in a sense the 

very throne of God.  It provides what all the thrones of earth could not give.  In a sense it marks 

a higher peak than the very seat of Omnipotence.  Why?  Because from the far depths of 

Calvary‟s shame and pain, it dispenses to a sin-cursed humanity condemned to eternal death, 

what a righteous God could not otherwise concede to a defiled world.” 

 

 

 


