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 About that Debt You Owe… (Rom.13:8-14) 
 

ILLUS: Seven Ages of the Married Cold 

Several years ago the Saturday Evening Post had an article entitled: “The Seven Ages of the 

Married Cold.”  It went something like this: 
 

Year One: “Sugar dumpling, I’m really worried about my baby girl.  You’ve got a bad sniffle & 

there’s no telling about things with all this strep going around.  I’m putting you in the hospital 

this afternoon for a checkup & a good rest.  I know the food’s lousy, so I’ll be bringing you 

meals from your favorite restaurant.  I’ve got it all arranged. 
 

Year Two: Listen honey, I don’t like the sound of that cough.  I called the doctor and asked him 

to come right over.  Now you go to bed & rest. 
 

Year Three: Maybe you’d better lie down, honey; nothing like some rest when you feel lousy.  I’ll 

bring you something to eat.  Got canned soup? 
 

Year Four: Now look dear, be sensible.  After you’ve fed the kids, washed the dishes & finished 

the floor, you’d better lie down. 
 

Year Five: Why don’t you take a couple aspirin? 
 

Year Six: I wish you’d just gargle or something, instead of sitting around all night barking like a 

seal! 
 

Year Seven: For Pete’s sake stop sneezing!  Are you trying to get me sick? 
 

LOVE is one of the most written about, talked about, sung about themes in the world, but it is 

perhaps the most difficult virtue to actually practice. 
 

We can all relate with the cynic who said: “All marriages are happy!  IT’s the living together 

afterward that causes all the trouble.”     - Green, 232 
 

Karl Menninger, psychiatrist: graduate of Harvard Mediclal School, founder of Menninger Clinic 

in Topeka, said: “Love cures people, both the ones who give it & the ones who receive it.”    ”-

Quotables, 222 

 Name one crime or relational problem that LOVE would not cure? 

Q: - Why are there so many relationship problems in the world?  

In the church?  In Christian homes?   

 Perhaps we don’t know how to love, we find ourselves unable to, or we don’t really believe it 

works.  It’s not worth the effort. 
 

NOTE PAUL’S EMPHASIS ON LOVE: 
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12:9-13 = Loving those in the church.  12:14-21=Love your enemy.   

TODAY: Love is the one ongoing debt God asks every Christian to pay. 
 

13:8-10 = The one ongoing debt every Christian has toward his fellow man is to love him, 

because love does no harm to man & it pleases God. 

13:11-14 – In light of the growing closeness of Christ’s return, put on the character (love) of 

Christ & don’t be controlled by sinful desires. 

 
THREE MAIN THOUGHTS IN 13:8-14: 

1. (v8) Love is the one debt the Christian owes to every person. 

Lit: Owe no one, nothing except to love one another; for the one loving the other – has fulfilled 
(perfect) the law. 

 
(1) Paul’s main statement is not about financial debt, but love. 

 Context: vs.7.  We owe various debts to; taxes, revenue, honor. 

 Paul is not saying all financial debt is wrong. (Mt.25:27, Lk 19:23) 
 

(2) He IS saying that love is a debt that is never fully paid (pres. impv.) 

 NIV: “To love is the one debt that is never paid off.  No matter how much we have loved, we 

are under obligation to keep on loving.” 
 

(3) Our obligation to love is extended to “everyone.” 

 The word translated “fellowman” makes it clear that Paul is not just talking about our 

fellow-Christian, but all men = Vs.9,10 “neighbor.” 

In 12:9 speaking to believers: Love one another with family 

affection, affectionate fondness, as believers. 

 Here he uses the word “” = other.  There are 2 words “other.” 

  = another of the same kind, a mere numerical distinction. 

  = another of a different kind, generically distinct. = All men. 

POINT: While Christians are to have a special brotherly-family love for one another, we are also 

to demonstrate God’s love to every person. 

 Gal.6:9-10.  Do good to all men, especially to those… 
 

Neighbor: “In the NT sense, is not someone arbitrarily chosen by us, but given to us by 

God,” – Cranfield.    

 Luke 10 –The Good Samaritan. Love the person God brings to us.  

 

2. (v9,10) Love carries out & fulfills God’s law toward others. 

9The commandments,    "Do not commit adultery,"  "Do not murder,                             “Do not steal,"  "Do 
not covet,  "and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your 
neighbor as yourself.“  
10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  

 

Herein is the final answer to man’s social problems, to extinguish harm. 

 God’s law was given to man as a means whereby man can please God, and know how to 

love others –created in the image of God. 

 In God’s Law the heart finds a mirror of what it was intended to be. 
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(1) Love IS definable!  It is not some phantom feeling, it is more! 

When Paul defines LOVE…he makes reference to God’s Law. 

 Look at OT description of loving one’s neighbor: Lev.19:9-19. 
When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest…Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.  

 11 " 'Do not steal." 'Do not lie. " 'Do not deceive one another.  

 12 " 'Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.  

 13 " 'Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him.  
      " 'Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight.  

 15 " 'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your 
neighbor fairly.  

 16 " 'Do not go about spreading slander among your people.  
      " 'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life.   

 17 " 'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his 
guilt.  

 18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people,     but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.  

 

 Look at God’s description of love in the NT: 1 Cor.13. 

 Love acts the same in every age, because it is God’s moral standard. 

 God is the same, yesterday, today and tomorrow! 

MOULE: “Love in very nature avoids the kind of acts which the Law forbids.  Though its action is 

not, strictly speaking, originated by the Law, it is in perfect harmony with the Law, wh/ is the 

precept of Eternal Love. 

POINT: We cannot say we love someone if we’re not doing these things!  Nor can we say we 

love God – if we’re not loving man. –1 John 4:20-21 
1 John 4 
20If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 

brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21And he has given us this 

command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 

  LOVE is not self-seeking, impatient, prejudice, slanderous, deceitful, rude, hateful, 

unforgiving, proud. 

 LOVE is a commitment to respect & honor others and to act with heart, mind and 

behavior in a way that demonstrates their value. 

 Love is the combination of action, affection & mind – under the guidance of God’s 

Word & the life empowerment of God’s Spirit. 

 LOVE does a neighbor NO HARM.   
 

(2) What harms men?  Sinful acts.  These are opposite love. –Jam.4:1-4 
1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you?  
2You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel 
and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  

 

 Jesus defined the level at which r’ness/ love exists.  It is not merely in certain acts, but in the 

hearts thoughts & affections. - Matt.5:21-24 
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 Adultery, murder, violence, covetousness cannot be avoided by merely avoiding the acts 

themselves, while the heart still rebels. 

Ravi: “By setting the problem in its root form rather than in its flowering, Jesus directs us then to 

the holiness of God…All the rules in the world cannot change a heart or make a person 

righteous.  Only as the spirit is touched by the Spirit of God does the soul rise in worship & true 

goodness flow,” - 208 Deliver Us from Evil. 

 
(3) We can only love man, by first knowing God personally. 

God is love –1 Jn.4:8 

 Everyone who loves has been born of God &knows Him. –4:7 

 Whoever does not love does not know God. –4:8 

 God has poured out His love into our hearts, through the HS. Rom.5:5, love is the fruit of 

God’s Spirit in us – Gal.5:22,24-25. 

 ILLUS: Paul himself.  Acts 9:1-30; 2 Tim.2:8-10  - Rom.6:11-14. 

 “Love cures people, the ones who give it & the ones who receive it.     
 

ILLUS: Two boys – changed by love. 

Two boys, brought before a judge for throwing stones at a passenger train, seemed to show no 

sign of sorrow or repentance for their behavior.  The older of the two sneered, “I’m only sorry we 

missed the windows.” 
 

Without explanation the judge drove the boys to his home and took them to the basement 

where he showed them a complicated system of electric trains.  Their eyes grew wide with 

disbelief as he encouraged them to turn the switches and control the traffic on the tracks.  Soon 

they ere absorbed in the wonders of the tiny railroad.  The judge looked on with satisfaction.  

His plan was going to work.  When the moment for unveiling came, he turned to the boys and 

said, “Fellas, how would you like these trains?  To move to your home I mean.  I’ve decided to 

give them to you, if you want them.” 
 

There was a long silence.  Finally one of the boys, with tears streaming down from his eyes, 

sobbed, “But I don’t understand.  We’ve been so mean…and now you’re giving these to us?  Why?”  

The other joined in, “Judge, we don’t deserve anything so nice.”  They both broke & wept, 

and pled for the judge to forgive them & promised they’d never do such meanness again. 
 

One of the boys, now a man, told the story.  “That judge led us to Christ and became a spiritual 

father to us.  If it hadn’t been for his wisdom in dealing with two wayward boys, I would not be 

sitting at the bar as a Christian judge today.” 
 

Q: Isn’t this how Jesus cured Peter – when he failed Him? (Jn.21) 

POINT:  

Knowing the love of God transforms us to love others as we are loved! 

 Such love cannot be legislated or accomplished by our efforts. 

 Christ comes to live in us & love through us. – 1 John 4:12-16. 
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3. (v11-14) Live in love because the day of our going to heaven is nearer than ever, and 
getting closer by the hour! 

W.W. “Wake up!  Clean up!  Grow up!” 
 

The hour has come: the alarm clock is going off!   

 Like elk hunting.  Either wake up, or miss out! 

NOTE: It is to Christians Paul is speaking the words “Wake UP!” 

 How easily we can be lulled into sleep of complacency, either by life’s distractions or by 

simply ignoring God’s Word. 

 We can live under the allusion that time is endless. This is not reality. 
 

ILLUS: How many deaths have we read about in the past week? 

 27 yr old Nick Smith.  26 yr old Nicole Martinez & 23 yr old Francisco Ulibarri – car accident, 

Lemay & Elizabeth.  Young lady rock climbing in Estes Park.    

 The most tragic – Jim Larson’s dad.  What a shock. 

 
How many of these thought that morning, “this is my last day on earth? 

 Would they have done anything differently?? 

 Would you do anything differently today if you knew it was your last? 

 How do you know it isn’t? 

P.S. – Might it not be a good idea to bring visitors to church with you? 

 

Paul says: (1) God’s plans for history are advancing toward Christ’s Second Coming when His 

glory will envelope the earth.  

(2) The time for “life-as-usual” in this fallen age is coming to its fateful end & conclusion. 

 The conduct to put off (vs.13) is that which displeased God & harms others.  Vs.14 – The 

desires of the sinful nature. 

 The conduct to put on (vs.14) is the conduct & character of Christ. 

 This is what salvation from sin is all about!  A new life & lifestyle. 

 Inside the church and outside the church.  Live in integrity. 

 

Question is: For what are we making provision?  A life that gratifies our sinful desires?  Or a life 

that focuses on our debt to love others as God loves us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


