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“How God gets man to Heaven, Part 3: Propitiation.” Rom.3:25 

  

INTRO:  Dr. Huegel, The Cross of Christ, 54,55 

   “Why then was the slain Lamb necessary for the forgiveness of sins?…The Cross is a 

Divine microscope showing up sin as it really is.  It lets sin speak its full mind.  No 

reserves.  No masks.  No holy airs.  The cross gives you a clear-cut idea of the way pride 

feels about God.  Your pride.  My pride.  It wasn‟t simply the Jew.  Why, the Jew 

represented the most religious type which the world had known.  They were the chosen 

people with their Decalogue, and their prophets, and their revelations of the true God.  

And yet they crucified Christ.  Pride is not capable of anything else.  Pride hates God.  

Pride rejects God.  Pride spits in His face…crucifies God.  You do not believe that such a 

hell lurks in your pride?  Look at the Cross.  Its purpose is to convince you of that fact.  

Its purpose is to strip sin of every vestige of self-justification and to let you see it as it is 

in the sight of God.  Here is where sin stepped out of all the camouflage of the centuries 

and declared itself.  This is where sin said, „this is my real self.  I will not be brought 

under God‟s government.  I hate God.  Crucify Him.  Crucify Him.” 

 

 The Cross reveals our nature as God sees it!  Rom. 3:10-12; 8:7-8. 

 WHY should He let such people into heaven?  HOW could He? 
 

 How does God arrange for man to get into Heaven? 

1 - 3:21 – God’s means of making man righteous is “apart from law.” 

 If not by law, works – what option is left to God, for us? 

2 – 3:22-24 – God gives us His righteousness to us as a gift! 

 It is given “by faith, freely” – as opposed to works, law, effort. 

 As bad as the bad news is bad, the good news is good. 

 Instead of man being the achiever, God is.  This hurts our pride. 
 

Justification is a legal declaration, a public acknowledgement on the part of God, that 

the believer stands credited with Christ‟s righteousness. 

 All our sins are forgiven. There is a positive addition. – Rom.5:17 

 From God.  Once-for-all act.  No degrees. Permanent.   
 

ILLUS Caring for Son‟s Killer     TRANSFORMING GRACE! 

   During the Korean War a South Korean Christian was arrested by the communists and ordered 

shot.  When the young communist leader learned the prisoner was in charge of an orphanage he 

decided to spare him and kill his son instead. 

   He had his 19-year-old son shot, in front of the father. 
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   Later, the war changed and the young communist leader was captured by the U.N. forces, 

tried, and sentenced to death.  Before the sentence could be carried out, the Christian whose 

boy had been shot pleaded for the life of the killer.  He argued that the leader was young and 

really didn‟t know what he was doing.  “Give him to me and I’ll train him.” 

   The U.N. forces granted the man‟s request and the father took the murderer of his son into his 

own home and cared for him. 

   Today the young communist is a Christian pastor.  –Lee Tan, 1771 
 

3 – But how can God do this & remain just? =3:24–Christ’s redemption 

Christ came down into the market place of the world, where we are under sin’s ownership, 

and bought us for God. 

 1 Cor.6:19-21.  He removed us out of the market place- Gal.4:5. 

 By paying our ransom-Mk.10:45.  To deliver us from sin-Tit.2:14. 

 Rom.3:24-25. The believer is freed from sin’s guilt 

 Rom.8:23; Eph.1:14, 4:30 – He awaits complete future redemption 
 

4 – At the heart of God’s Justification and Redemption is Christ’s death on the Cross: 3:25.  

His sacrifice on the Cross is the center of salvation. 

 Atonement is the all-inclusive word for Just/, Redemp/ & Reconcil/. 

Propitiation (Sacrifice of Atonement): Means to satisfy, pacify, appease, make reparation 

for an offence, turning away wrath.   

 Christ’s death satisfied the righteous wrath of God toward sin so that His wrath was 
turned away (diverted) from us. 

 Redemption pictures man as a slave held as a hostage in sin. Reconciliation pictures man 
as an enemy estranged from God. Propitiation pictures man as a guilty criminal whose 

offense has rightly angered the Judge.   –Waterhouse, Not by Bread, 114 
 

This may not be a popular teaching in our day, that God is angry over sin.  But it is what the 

Greek word means, and it is what the Bible states. 
 

1- In non-biblical Greek there are abundant ancient examples where the propitiation word-group 

is used of pacifying anger, particularly the wrath of gods. 
 

2- Septuagint example: Ex.32:14.   
Moses discovers that the children of Israel have just worshiped the golden calf. Moses is trying 

to persuade God to not ―consume them from off the face of the earth‖ in His holy anger. Then in 
Ex.32:14 the Septuagint reads, ―and the Lord was propitiated to preserve His people.” By his 
intercession Moses diverted God‘s anger away from the idolatrous nation. 
 

3 – NT Scripture often speaks of God‘s wrath toward sin: 

 Rom.1:18; 12:19; Jn.3:36; Col.3:5-6; Rev.6:16,17; 19:15. Heb.1:8,9 
 

POINT: Sin angers God because it is a direct offense & attack upon all that is good & upon 

God‘s person & will to create a righteous world. 
 

Dr. Heugel: The Cross of Christ, 58-59.  God is angry about sin! 

   ―No sane theology can overlook what the Scriptures call ‗the wrath of God.‘  The modern 
tendency is to ‗pooh—pooh‘ the idea.  God is love.  Yes, but if there were no such thing as the 
‗wrath of God‘ we could not conceive of a personal God with a moral nature.  If wrongdoing 
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does not displease Him, He simply is not a moral God.  If righted & wrong are alike to Him, He is 
not worthy of our adoration.  fF He dos not hate sin, neither does He love the good. 
…Strange, but there are theologians today who would picture God less a man than man…They 
expect a real man to express his hatred of wrongdoing.  If he can witness criminal atrocities 
without the flame of holy wrath being kindled, they would look upon him with disdain-‗a jelly-fish.‘  
But God must never get angry.  God is love.  Not so the God revealed in Holy Scriptures.  Not 
so the Lord Jesus Christ.‖  

 The moral character of God must act in wrath against sin. 
 

PROPITIATION is the accomplishment of Christ whereby the demands of God‘s righteous wrath 
against sin are satisfied, so that the believer will never receive God‘s wrath.  John 5:24 
 

There are several Greek words that unfold the meaning in the NT. 
 

Hilastarion: (Only used two times.) 
1- Rom.3:25: “Sacrifice of atonement,” KJV – “propitiation.” 
The sacrificial work of Christ satisfies God‘s offended throne and gives God perfect freedom to 
justly express His love for the believer. 
 

2- Heb.9:5 – It is translated “atonement cover,” or “mercy seat.” 

 Notice the description of it‘s place in the Tabernacle – Heb.9:1-5. 

 Picture of the Tabernacle and furnishings. 
 

O.T. Significance – Lev.16, Day of Atonement. 
Leviticus was a worship guide for O.T. believers.   

 It explained regulations for how sinful man (Israel) could approach and have fellowship with 
a holy God  

 

Lev.1-7: Regulations for specific sacrifices to offset sins & give thanks. 
Lev.16: Day of Atonement.  (The LXX uses hilastarion – 7 times). 

 V.1-2 = God met with man above the ark!  -2 Sam.6:2. 

 V.3-10 ―This is how Aaron is to enter God‘s presence… 
 

The First Goat: V.15-19. (Sacrifice for sin) 

 The Ark was about 4 X 2 X 2.  It had a lid over it with two cherubim.   

 When Aaron, representing all the sins of the people, came into God‘s holy presence, the 
Law (broken by man) testified to his sinfulness.  Lawbreakers must be punished according 
to the Law 

 The Ark – by itself, was a Judgment Seat, God‘ throne on earth. 

 The covering on the Ark stood between the broken Law and God. 

 The blood sprinkled on the Golden Cover bore witness that a life had been given, blood 
shed, in place of man’s life. 

 The blood turned the Judgment Seat of God into The Mercy Seat of God toward sinful man. 
 

The Second Goat: V.20-22  (Scapegoat) 

 Represents the fact that sin was taken away.  Ps. 103, Heb.8:12 

 Rom.3:26 – God forgave sin on credit, Master Card, until the Master came and paid the 
debt in full.  John 1:29 ―Lamb of God… 

 

POINT: Rom.3:25 is saying that Christ is our MERCY SEAT. 

 Heb.8:1-2; 9:11-12,14,24-28; 10:12-14. 
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Christ fulfills the double effect of the two goats.  (1) His blood/ life was shed in our place!  Our 
Substitute. 1 Pet.2:24.  (2) Because of his sacrifice our sins are taken away and remembered 

no more. 
 

ILLUS: Student protesting to Dr. Gerstner 
   R.C. Sproule told the story about a student protesting to John Gerstner about a grade he 
received on a term paper.  The student punctuated his complaint by saying: ―Dr. Gerstner, I did 
my best!” 

Dr. Gerstner looked at him and said softly, ―Young man, you have never done your best.‖  - 
Pyne notes, 194 
 

Herein is the fallacy of thinking that our ―good works‖ can convince God to let us into heaven.  
Man is deceived into thinking somehow he can come before God‘s throne resting his hopes for 
heaven on his own good works.  He is quite willing to admit they are not perfect, but assumes 
they are good enough.  They have never done ―their best.‖  And that, they tragically assume, is 
good enough for God!  -Pyne, 194 

 Gal.3:10, John 5:24 
 

Hilasmos (Used only 2 times) 
Sometimes we can grasp the concept that God could forgive sinners who come to Him.  But we 
question whether or not He will keep forgiving believers who sin or walk away from God.  They 
know better! 
 

1- 1 John 2:1-2: Paul addresses just such a question. 

 Before salvation a person is mainly related to God in His role as Judge.  Through faith in 

Christ the individual experiences salvation. 

 After salvation a person is mainly related to God has Father.  God cannot be angry with the 
believer over sin – in an eternal sense. 

 As Father, He can be grieved (angered) over our sin. 

 This is why John tells us to confess our sins: 1:9. 

 God is already propitious (His wrath appeased) toward our sin 

POINT: This is also the biblical basis of why we believe God justly can take to heaven all infants 
who die or the mentally retarded, those who do not have the ability to accept Christ.  God is 
―propitiated‖ toward sin. 
 

2- 1 John 4:10 –The Cross is the ultimate demonstration of God‘s love 
 

 
 
 
 
ILLUS: ―You know my son?‖ 

   During the Civil War two young men had become good friends.  In one intense battle the one 
said to the other,  ―If you ever make it out – see my father.  He‘s a Dr. and he‘ll help you.‖  -Then 
the son got killed.     
   The other soldier did make it through the war, and went to see his friend‘s father.  He was 
hoping he could help him find a job and get started.  The father said, ―I‘m sorry, times are hard, I 
can‘t help you.‖ 
   The soldier mentioned that the man‘s son had told him to come by. 
―My son?  You knew my son?  That‘s a different story.  For my son’s sake I’ll help you.” 

 1 John 5:11 


