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Rom.3:21-26: “How God gets man into heaven.” 

  

ILLUS: Dr. Barnhouse & a Lodge Member. 

   Early in his ministry, Dr. Barnhouse met a man who lived near the church where he preached.  

When he spoke to him about his salvation & heaven, the man patronizingly laughed him off & 

told him he didn‟t need church or anything like that.  He was an active member of a lodge and if 

any man lived up to the high principles of that lodge he would be all right. 

   He saw him from time to time and would ask him about his relationship with the Lord.  His 

reply: “He was living up to his lodge obligations.” 

   One day someone told Dr. B that the man was seriously ill & wasn‟t expected to live out the 

day.  He went to see him.  His lodge buddy was sitting across the room from him on the 

deathwatch. 

   “I knew the dying man’s case was desperate, and I decided that a desperate remedy was 

necessary.  I sat down by his bedside and said to him, „You do not mind my staying a few 

minutes and watching you, do you?  I have wondered what it would mean to die without Christ, 

and I have known you for several years now as a man who said he did not need Christ but that 

his lodge obligations were enough, and I would like to see a man come to the end that way, to 

see what it is like.” 

   I will never forget that which followed.  He looked at me like a wounded animal and slowly 

said: „You wouldn’t mock a dying man, would you?” 

   Then I asked him what answer he would give when God asked him what right he would have 

to enter the Lord‟s holy heaven?  Great tears ran down the man‟s pale face and he looked as me 

in agonizing silence. 

   Quickly, I told him how hi might approach God through the merits of Christ, and it was not 

long before he began to say that his mother had taught him these things as a child.  He had 

abandoned them. 

   But in those moments he came to God, accepted Christ as his Savior, and called his family in to 

share his testimony with them. 

   Dr. B told this story a few days later at his funeral.  (Rom., Vol.1, 267) 

All of us face death one day, it may be sooner than we imagine. 
 

There are basically only two kinds of religions in the world: 

1. Those who teach that man must earn heaven by his behavior. 

 Man helping God, to convince God he‟s worthy of paradise. 

2. That which teaches man can do nothing to earn his way to heaven, but must rely 

completely upon God‟s goodness, grace & “doing.” 
 

The first - comes in multiple forms: 
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 “Live by the golden rule & you‟ll be OK.”  “Do your best.”  “I‟m a member of a church.”  “I‟ve 

never done anything that was that bad.” 

The second – Is man admitting he has nothing to offer for righteousness. 

The Bible clearly says – only one of these is correct, and it is the second. 

 

In Rom.1:18-3:20 we have seen that man is absolutely incapable of entering heaven on the basis 

of achievements that he can offer to God, so God can say – “You are righteous, come in.”  -3:19-

20 

 If we‟re thinking along with Paul we are asking: “Then what hope is there?”  To which Paul 

answers: 3:21-26.  “BUT NOW God…! 

 

Romans 3:21-26 contains the greatest of theological concepts and doctrines in God‟s 

explanation of Salvation. 

 Apart from law.  Righteousness.  Justified.  Redemption.  Atonement. 

 Today we will look at: “Justification by faith, apart for the law.” OR “How God gets man into 

heaven!” 
 

21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and 

the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as 
a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his 

forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26he did it to demonstrate his 
justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

 

First: We need to understand the principle and function of Law. 
 

1. The principle of Law is expressed for us in Gal.3:10. 

“All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not 

continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 

 

 Blessing is on the basis of merit; for both Jew & Gentile, Rom.2:14-15 

 If one could keep the law of God, he would be righteous & sinless. 

 BUT no one can keep the law: Gal.3:11.  (Anyone here??) 
 

2. Paul has a lot to teach us about “law” in Romans. 

 He uses the word 75 times in Romans, next highest is Galatians – 32. 

 3:19-20 – Before the law, every person is found guilty = none r‟ous. 

 3:21 – God provides a r‟ness for man – apart from law. 

- There has to be another alternative.  On the basis of works, law-keeping, man is bankrupt!  

It is righteousness that we need – we are guilty of sin.  And it is righteousness that God 

provides! 

 4:14 – Law is incongruous with “promise,” and “faith.” 4:4-5 

 4:15 – Law can only bring “wrath,” upon man. (Witness – Israel.) 

 5:20 – Law actually pinpoints & multiplies our sins & unr‟ness. 
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 6:14 – Law produces slavery to sin- (“all are under sin”). 

 7:5 – Law arouses our sinful passions, it does not impede them, v7,8. 

 7:4 – Man must be freed from Law – to bear fruit for God. 

 8:3 – Law is powerless to bring about r‟ness because of our sin nature 

 10:4 Christ is the end of the law for the believer!  Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the law, 

died – to satisfy the Law‟s penalty upon the sinner, rose from the dead – alive from the Law‟s 

jurisdiction. 

 Every demand of the Law upon the sinner – was satisfied in Christ, and the believer now is 

freed from, dead to - the Law‟s jurisdiction. 
 

3. So why was the Law given to Jews in the 1st place? Gal.3:21-22,24-25 
24So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 

 

 The law showed up our sin, and our need for a Savior. Rom.6:23. 

 No one can keep all the laws.  Keeping some of them does not nullify those broken in the 

past.  We cannot help but break the laws, future. 

POINT: If man is going to have righteousness that is acceptable before God, it has to come from 

some other Source.  God alone has this R‟ness. 

 

God gives each believer righteousness, freely, by faith-Rom.3:22-24 

 

1. God‟s method of making man righteous is witnessed to in the OT-v21 

 This is not a strange idea to God‟s previous revelation:  

 Gen.15:6; Hab.2:4; Psalm 32:1-5; 51:16-17; Is.53:10-11 
 

2. It is given “by faith, freely” – as opposed to works, law, effort–v.22 

 Faith is never counted as a “work” of man by God: 4:5. 

 “Freely:” V.24.  As a GIFT!  This is the ONLY alternative to “works.” 

 A gift without payment, not earned, without finding cause in us. 

 It is used 9 times in NT;  Mt.10:8, 2 Cor.11:7; Rev.21:6; John 15:25 
 

POINT: The cause for God giving us HIS R‟ness (justifying us) is not in us!  Not because of 

anything we do.  And is not withheld because of sins. 

 The cause is in God‟s grace – because of Christ‟s payment for our sin. 
 

ILLUS: Missionary & Gift Pearl 

  The story is told of a missionary who became a good friend of an Indian pearl diver.  The two 

had spent many hours together discussing salvation, but the Indian could not understand 

anything so precious being “free.”  Instead, in making preparation for the life to come, the diver 

was going to walk the 900 miles to Delhi on his knees.  He thought this would buy entrance into 

heaven for him. 

   The missionary struggled to communicate to his friend that it is impossible to buy entrance 

into heaven because the price would be too costly.  Instead, he said, Jesus had died to buy it for 

us. 
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   Before the man left for his pilgrimage, he gave the missionary the largest & most perfect pearl 

he had ever seen.  The missionary offered to buy it, but the diver became upset and said that 

the pearl was beyond price, that his only son had lost his life in the attempt to get it.  The pearl 

was worth the lifeblood of his son. 

   Suddenly the diver understood that God was offering him salvation as a priceless gift.  It is so 

precious that no man could buy it.  It had cost the life of God‟s Son.  The veil lifted & he 

understood at last. –Green, 315 
 

POINT: What God gives “freely” can be given to us as a gift, because the cost has already 

been paid by Christ’s death.   

 ON the Cross Jesus paid the penalty for our sins – at the hand‟s of God‟s justice.   

 Any futile attempt by us to pay God for our sins, by our “good works” is in fact an insult and 

detraction from the value of Christ‟s death. 

 Instead of man being the achiever/ worker, it is God Who does the work for man.  Christ‟s 

works/ efforts are the basis of our benefit. 
 

3. It is God Himself – Who justifies– gives us His righteousness. 1:16-17 

 Justification is not the legalizing of a fiction, but the recognition of a fact, based upon God‟s 

real gift or r‟ness given to the believer. 
 

4. Man‟s greatest dilemma/need met by God Himself! 3:22,26,28,30. 

 

What does it mean to be “Justified by God?” 
 

Definition: Justification is a legal declaration, a public acknowledgement on the part of 

God, that the believer stands credited with Christ‟s righteousness. 
 

1- All our sins are forgiven, removed, gone!  Christ bore them all. 

Negatively, there is a subtraction. 

 It is more than a pardon.  A pardon overrules guilt that really is there. 

 The believer‟s sins are gone! – Ps.103:10-12.; Acts 10:43 

“He does not treat us as our sins deserve  
       or repay us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  
       so great is his love for those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west,  

       so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 

 Not partial, but full payment!  Col.2:13, 3:1-4. 

 A pardon concerns only the past.  Forgiveness deals with the future. 

 Divine forgiveness is never an act of leniency, but complete justice. 

 

2- We are given right standing (declared righteous) by God, as a gift. 

Positive: There is an addition. – Rom.5:17 

 It is not righteousness with roots in us, by our producing. 2 Cor.5:21 
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 It is an act once for all accomplished, not a process.  Never changes. 

 There are no degrees of justification, each believer has same standing 

 It does not mean God makes us “righteous” in our condition, but He declares us righteous – 

as a legal matter.   

 God puts Christ‟s r‟ness on our record in the place of our sinfulness.   

 

3- The Result: We have eternal life.  Rom.6:23 

 Since it is Christ‟s r‟ness that we are given, it is eternal in nature. 

 It is a gift – all of grace.  No approximations.  100% guaranteed. 

 

 

 

Question: Upon what basis are you depending on getting into heaven?   

 Are you depending on your human effort, like the lodge member Dr. Barnhouse went to 

see? 

 Or have you placed your trust in what Jesus did for you on the Cross? 

 God recognizes only faith in His Son – as the condition for righteousness.  Nothing else 

measures up. 

 

 

 

 


